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THE OFFICE OF THE JUDICIARY
VISION

To provide the frameworlk to minimize the time
between the initiation and disposition of criminal
complaints and between the organization and
resolution of civil claims and provide the public
with ethical, courteous, efficient and professional
service in the process.

MISSION OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS

Judicial Officers, who comprise The Judicature, an
independent arm of Government, are, by their cath
of office, sworn: “...to do right to all manner of
people, after the laws and usages of The Bahamas
without fear or favour, affection or Il will.”

MISSION OF ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICERS

In support of the Vision of the Office of the
Judiciary and the Mission of Judicial Officers, the
Administration will seek to create and maintain the
means necessary to ensure that all matters placed
before the courts are dealt with competently and
efficiently, within a reasonable time and with the
minimum of expense and inconvenience to all
parties, in the realization that the trust and
confidence of the public in the judicial system is
dependent upon the integrity and reliability of
each person involved in the administration thereof.
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FOREWORD

The production of an Annual Report affords
the judiciary an opportunity to provide
information and a general report to its
stalkeholders az well as to the community of
our work in the past year. Annual Reports
ultimately provide the historical context to
measure the growth of the judiciary over the
many years.

The vyear 2022 was indeed a wvear of
transition. Although the effects of the
Covid-19 pandemic remain evident, the
courts, as with the reminder of the country,
continued to transition into a newer, less
austere phase of the Covid-19 pandemic. A
phase marked by lighter protocols and
further expansion of in person services.
Notwithstanding the relaxation of the
health protocols, the judiciary continued to
take care in order to maintain a safe
environment for our staff and court uwsers
alike. In 2022 we continued to utilize the
benefitz of the wirtual platform for case
management and other interlocutory
applications, saving litigants time and the
expenses associated with travel to hearings.

Parhaps the more noticeable transition in
the judiciary was reflected in the retirement
of Sir Brian Moree Kt, KC as Chief Justice
and my appointment as his successor in
office on 3 August 2022, I convey the thanlks
and appreciation, on behalf of a grateful
judiciary, to Sir Brian, for the hard work and
commitment shown during his 3 year tenure
as Chief Justice.
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THE HOMN. CHIEF JUSTICE

IAN R. WINDER

Whilst Sir Brian has transitioned to =it on
the Court of Appeal, his legacy will be
marked by the strident efforts made to
modernize our procedures and expand our
use of technology. We continue to wish him
well in his future endeavors.

I am both humbled and honoured to have
boan afforded the opportunity to lead the
talented judicial officers and staff that make
up the judiciary across New Providence,
Grand Bahama and Abaco. These
exceptional men and women, who make up
the third arm of the Government, undertake
their work in less than ideal accommodation
and often making the best with very limited
regources. I hereby publically express my
thanks for all that they do to ensure the
constitutional mandate of an independent,
impartial and fearless judiciary.

One of the many highlights of 2022 was the
completion and opening of the Training
Center for The Bahamas Judicial Education
Institute (BJEI) on Friday, 24 June 2022, The
Training Center, located on the first floor of
Charlotte House, now affords the judiciary a
purpose built Spaca capable of
accommodating the training needs of the
judiciary. The facility was outfitted with the
assistance of a loan facility issued under the
Inter-American Development Bank's Citizen
Security and Justice Program.

In the 2022 the Rules Committee of the
Supreme Court passed the long awaited



Supreme Court {Civil Procedure) Rules 2022,
The passage of these rules followed sevearal
months of training conducted by judges,
local practitioners and experts from the
CAJD (Caribbean Association of Judicial
DOfficers). It is expected these rules will
come into force within the first quarter of
2023. The BJEIL with the assistance of the
judges in the Civil Division of the Court and
numerous eminent attorneys, produced a
Practice Guide for these new rules. The
Guide will be available when the rules are
brought into force to assist judges and
practitioners as we transition into a new
civil justice regime. Another highlight of
2022 has been the work done towards the
completion of the new Magistrates Court
facility in Eight Mile Rocl, Grand Bahama.
Since the passage of Hurricane Dorian, the
residents of Eight Mile Rock have had to be
serviced from our facilities at the Garnet
Levarity Justice Center in Freeport. We are
happy to report that, very soon, this new
Court with be available for ocoupation and
operation.

In these pages we seell to provide:

a statistical account of some of the work
undertaken during 2022 in the Magistrates
Court and the Supreme Court; information
on  new staffing appointments and
deployment; training undertaken hoth
locally and abroad; the rostering of judges
and magistrates in 2023; and other
highlights of 2022. I wish to formally register
my thanks and appreciation to the team of
judicial officers responsible for preparing
this Annual Report. That team, led by
Registrar Constance Delancy and Justice
Denise Lewis Johnson included, Justice
Deborah Fraser, Deputy Registrars Stephana
J. Saunders and Renaldo Toote, Senior
Magistrate Kara Turnguest-Deveaux, HR
Manager Annamae Neely, Human Resources
officer Elizabeth Taylor, Information
Technology Manager Darmeeko Isaacs and
Mrs. Bathsheba Algreen. The team has
performed a yeoman's task in collating the
material to be found in these pages. I hope
that you will find the Annual Report to be
informative and uplifting.
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OF THE COMMONWEALTH
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THE HONOURABLE CHIEF JUSTICE
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1.1 TRIBUTE TO THE HON. SIR BRIAN M. MOREE, KT; KC

By Registrar Constance A. Delancy

The Hon. Sir

BRIAN M. MOREE, KT; KC

Chiel Justice of the Commaonwealth of The Bahamas
12 June, 208 = I Awgust, 2022
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On 12 June, 2019, the Hon. Sir Brian M.
Moree, KT, KC was appointed as the
thirteenth Chief Justice of the
Commonwealth of The Bahamas.

Sir Brian was admitted to The Bahamas Bar
in February 1979 and appointed Queen's
Counsel (now King's Counsel) in 2009. In
January, 2020 the honour of knight bachelor
was conferred on Sir Brian but due to the
COVID-pandemic restrictions the
Investiture Ceremony did not take place
until 25 November 2021 at Windsor Castle.

Prior to his appointment ags Chief Justice Sir
Brian engaged in private practice which
included Civil and Commercial litigation,
Insurance, Banking and Financial Services,
Arbitration, domestic and cross border
Insolvency and Private Client work.

EBir Brian's private practice spans owver 40
years and during that time he served as an
Acting Stipendiary and Circuit Magistrate in
1983 and 1988; an Acting Justice of the
Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of
The Bahamas 1997 and 2015. Sir Brian also
served as a lecturer in Civil Procedure for
The Bahamas Bar, a former Director of the
Bahamas Financial Services Board, a former
member of the Judicial and Legal Service
Commission, a former Chairman of the
Public Service Commission and a former Co-
Chair of the Arbitration Tribunal.

Sir Brian's tenure as the Chief Justice
marked the beginning of an era aimed at
improving the efficiency of the delivery of
justice through use of technology.



The phrase *“Court Modernization and
Reform Initiative" or “COMERIN" captured
Sir Brian’s plan. COMRIN is the umbrella for
a number of projects which were rolled out
by the Judiciary during Sir Brian's tenure,
such as:

Bahamas Bail Management System
Integrated Case Management System
Digital Recording System

Digitalization of Records

Bahamas Judicial Institute Training Centre
Civil Procedure Rules

In September, 2019, Hurricane Dorian caused
catastrophic damage to the islands of Abaco
and Grand Bahama. The work of the Courts
on those islands was negatively impacted as
a number of the Judiciary staff in the
Northern Region were forced to re-locate to
other izslands to seel shelter. As the country
slowly started to recover in March, 2020
COVID-19 was declared a pandemic which
further impeded access to sarvices through
traditional methods. Sir Brian issued a
number of Practice Directions and directives
to keep the Courts open and accessible
while adhering to the Emergency Orders and
health protocols. Sir Brian observed in his
2021 Opening of Legal Year Speach that
“Indeed, for us in the Judiciary, the real
takeaway from 2020 is best described in the
well-known adaga that “necessity is the
maother of invention.”

Sir Brian's proactive steps to provide
judicial officers and court clerks with a
complete technology package of computers
and the reguired accessories made it
possible to the Judiciary to pivot to a virtual
hearings very guickly during the early days
of the pandemic. Sir Brian led by example
thinking outside the long established work

habits and processes. WVirtual hearings,
meetings and training became the norm and
remains in place today. In 2021, the health
protocols prohibited large indoor
gatherings, the Opening of the Legal Year
was held in Rawson Sguare and televized
throughout The Bahamas and world.

The work processed in the Registries and
other key areas, such as the Probate
Registry and Listing Office, were reviewed
and changed to address delays in
completing applications. The Ministry of
Finance assisted the Judiciary with
introduction of Digipay to allow court users
to pay for court filing fees, fines and traffic
fines wia debit and credit cards. The
Judiciarv's website was re-launched and
improved to allow for dizssemination of
information and online access to the
Judiciary's services.

In the early days of his tenure Sir Brian
committed to modernizing the processes in
the Civil Courtz by the introduction of new
rules to bring The Bahamas in line with best
practices regionally and internationally. Sir
Brian enlisted the assistance of Bahamian
judicial officers and practitioners as well as
members of the Caribbean Court of Justice.
Webinars and online training sessions were
conducted to familiarize judicial officers and
legal practitioners with the new rules. The
Supreme Court Civil Procedure Rules, 2022
are expected to come on stream in early part
of 2023.

The end of Sir Brian's tenure as Chief Justice
did not mark the end of his public service. In
August, 2022 he was appointed to serve as a
Justice of the Cowrt of Appeal of The
Commonwealth of The Bahamas.
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1.2

ARTICLES

. DIGITAL COURT RECORDING (DCR)

—— Deputy Registrar Renaldo Toote

MILWAUKEE
COUNTY

TR .

A

Coputy Rogistror Renaldo Toote, Mrs. Deminigue Smith
and DOr. Royonne Moarison

To some, digital court reporting (“DCR") i5 a
relatively new concept in the court
reporting industry.

Since the Covid-19 pandemic, our courts
have proven that we can successfully use
remote hearings to conduct a wide range of
court business. Remote hearings have been
commonly embraced by court users and
stakeholders. The use of digital court
recording systems is pioneering to the
efficient  dispensation of justice.
The Judiciary continues to make forward
strides using technology to make the courts
work well for the public.
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In doing so, we have demonstrated that the
use of technology is beneficially necessary
for the dispensation of justice in a modern
era.

In July 2022, the Judiciary in consultation
with the National Center for State Courts
approved a Policy and Procedure manual for
the use, management, and support of the
For The Record (“FTR") DCR systems.

The manual is to be used as a guide for
courtroom management, usage of the DCR
system and supervision of the audio
recordings. The manual is expected to be
periodically updated, with both mandatory
and recommended policiezs and procedures
for all aspects of digital court recording and
will be distributed to all users of the DCR
gystem including judicial officers, court
staff and the Bar.

To ensure that the manual remains
contemporary, a “standing committea” was
subsequently formed which is comprised of
members of the Digital Court Recording
Working Group. The committee will review
the manual on an annual basis to make
recommendations in connection with
changes, additions, and deletions to the
policies and procedures. This will ensure
that the manual reflects on an ongoing
baziz, the experiences of staff and users
together with evolving best practices.



Two of the important features of the DCR is
recording and speech to text. When using
the DCR, it iz important to ensure that the
recorded hearing is of good quality without
interruptions  while exercising proper
courtroom etiquette. In 2022, the Judiciary
conducted several training seminars in the
nse of digital court recording which was
hosted by the National Center for State
Courts. In June 2022, a team of court officers
traveled to Milwaukee, Wisconsin and
attended an American Association of
Electronic Reporters and Transcribers
(AAERT) conference which focused on the
future of digital court recording and the
introduction of speech to text (“STT™)
technology which is expected to produce a
rough draft transcript within a short period
after a hearing.

In the Judiciary's attempt to remain
progressive, we added speech to text
technology to enhance our judicial services
and ensure efficiency of court hearings,
particularly in our Magistrate courts.

The speech to text feature has not vet been
utilized in our courtrooms as the necessary
frameworl is being implemented and tested.
The Judiciary is grateful to the Data
Protaction Commissionet and the
Departiment of Transformation and
Digitization (*DTaD") for their involvement
and support towards the speech to text
software and ensuring that best practices
are standardized and maintained. It is
anticipated that by January 2023 the speech
to text software will be utilized in all of the
Magistrate’s Court inclusive of Grand
Bahama and Abaco.

Justices of the Supreme Court and Stipendiary & Circuit Mogistrates attending a Seminar an the
Digital Recording System at the BIE Training Institute
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Unfortunately, all of our courtrooms are not
equipped with the DCR system, howewear this
will soon be a things of the past, as we are in
the process of procuring additional DCR
systems for the Civil Supreme Courts and
new constructed Eight Mile Rock Magistrate
Court in Grand Bahama.

The purpose of the DCR is to enhance and
improve the captured record and it is
expected to aide Stenographers during their
transcription.

With a fully operational DCR system, it is the

judiciary’s hope that digital court recordings
will be the official court record. The DCRis a

fundamental building block for the
enhancement of the judicial system,
providing transparency for the public,

accountability for the judiciary and for the
progression of appellate reviews. An
accurate, fully reviewable record builds
respect and legitimacy for the court system,

promotas accountability for court
participants which ultimately enhances
court effectiveness.

Justices of the Supreme Court and Stipendiary & Mogistrates ottending a Seminar on the Digital
Recording Systemn at the BJEI Training Institute
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Ken Cook, NCEC Digital Recording Expert
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"= THE ROLE OF THE JUDGES’ COURT CLERK

The Clerk of Court or the Clerk to a
particular Justice is better described as the
key entry individual to gaining direct access
to the Justice system in which persons go
seeking relief or remedy from the Courts.
Thiz position is entrusted to a gualified
Clerlt of Court which seals him or her as a
Communicator, the Evyes, a Protector, a
Translator, and with these characteriztics
combined, a Clerl is therefore transformed
into a dispensary for legal assistance.

A Clerk must be pleasant, courteous, and
professional to the highest standard when
interacting with external and internal
customers. External customers such as
Attorneys from various Law Firms call upon
Judges' Clerks daily seeking assistance for
numerous items to move cases forward with
the goal of completing matters for their
clients. It is very important Clerlks know and
nnderstand the type, function and various
applications brought into their chambers so
in the instinct of approaching the judge they
can communicate with clarity what is before
the Court. The General Public is an
important appendix as external customers.
They attend the premisez of the court
seeking  information, and  assistance
consistently from Judges® clerks daily. It is
prudent to know wvour limitation, to what
extent a clerk can offer vital information as
relates to all matters before the court; not
neglecting the attributes of staying
professional and courtecus at the same time.

The internal customers are those we come
into contact with the moment we enter our
work environment. These personnel will
include but not limited to,
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Administrative staff, Marshals, Secrotaries,
other Judges’ Clerks, Registry Clerks,
Registrars of all levels and Justices of all
Divisions. It is vitally important to show and
treat everyone with respect whom we come
into contact with daily.

Each day Clerlks must enter or communicate
with the warious registries i.e. Criminal,
Civil, Family and Probate. Inquiries are made
for files and essential documents which are
part of the courts’ record for progressive
mowvement of all cases. Clerks should have
the basic knowledge of each divisional file
and documents which malke up the record,
ensuring the Judge or Registrar iz not left
handicap once counsel refer to the
documents lodged into the record. It is
important to check all registries fraquently
for files and documents so as to maintain
accuracy of records/files that are assigned
to the Judge. After years of working with
various Judges the most important attribute
or skill one must possess, as strongly
expressed by a former Chief Justice, is
"know your Judge.”

A vitally important area of the Court System,
which Clerks must frequently interact with
and receive correspondence, is The Listing
Office. New matters or actions from various
civil divisions are processed at this office.
The files are then distributed to Judges and
Registrars for assigning of hearing dates.
Clerks must in the most efficient manner
return notices to the Listing Office for
distribution of dates and times allotted.
Clerks are, and will always be an essential
human resource  element for the
administering of Justice.



I DID YOU KNOW?

—— Mrs. Bathsheba Algreen

In recognition of the 60th Anniversary of the Women's Suffrogate Movement in The Bahamas,
the Judiciary wishes to recognize the following female ‘firsts’ in the legal profession of the
Commonwealth of The Bahamas.

Q. Who was the first female lawyer in The Bahamas?

. Patricia Marjorie Cole oz, a Bahamaan Lowyer, was the first fermale lawyer in The
Bahamas. She completed her legal studies at the Middle Temple in Landan and woas
called o the English Bar in 1953 ond admitted to the Bahormsas Bar an 11 July 1853, Mrs.
Coorr later moved o Dorchestier, England and died there ot the age of 80 in 2006.

Mrs. Patricia Marjorie
Cole Cozzxi

Q. Who was the first female Attorney General in the The
Bahamas?

R. Dame Janat Geenneit Boshwick, a Balvamdan Lawyer, was called ta The Bahomoz
Bar a2 Apeil 1971 ond sended o the firet lamale President of The Babarmas Bar
Aszaciation rom 1BED to 1982 Dame Janet ected as o Stipendiary & Circuit
Magistrote. She enterad politics in 1977 with an appointment to the Sapate and was
e second warman o hald o Cobinet post, the frst warman [o serde o acting Prime
binister, the first lemale Attaerney General and the lirst Temale Mambear of Parliarmant
in The Bahamoas.

Dame Janet Gwennett
Bostwick, DEE

Q. Who was the first female Chief Justice of The Commonwealth
of The Bahamas?

R Dame Joon Augusto Sawyer, o Bahamion Lowyer, was admitted to The Bahamos
Bar an 12 Septarmber 1873, Dome Joan made histery, not ance but lour mes, by
becaming the first lemale Justice of the Supreme Court Justice (1RER),. Chiaf Justice ol
the Cammonwealth of The Bahamos (1896 te 2001}, President of The Babarmas Courl
af Appeal (2001 te 2000), lirst judge of sither sex of the Caribbean region to be a
mErmber of the Judicial Cammittes of the United Kingdom's Privy Counil

Dame Joan Augusta
Sawnyer, DEE
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Q. Who was the first female to be appointed as a Queen’s Counsel
in The Bahamas?

R Mrs. Manmard=Gibson, o Bahamien Altaaney, wos admitted @ The Babharmas Bar an
19 Decambser 1980, Fram 2012 to 2007 she was the Attarney Genaral and binister lor
Legal Altairs of The Bahamaos, and keader of govermmant business in the Sanate of The
Eahamas On 8 fanoary DDNE, he mode history as the firgt fermdale o be appainted as
Mrs. Zoe Allyson ane ol Her Majesty's Counsel for The Bahameas.

Maynard:Gikson, KT

Q. Who was the first female Chief Magistrate?

B. The Hon. Madam Senior Justice Vera Shitlley Watking, [Betired | joined The Bahamos
Public Serdce in 1870 in the Customs Department and kter served as a Teachar under
i biniztry of Education Inoem 1872 to 1875, She decided o mose on bo the private
seslor and alter parsuing o kegal career, she was admitbed to The Baharmas Bar on 12
September 1980 in 1867, 2he joined the judicidl 2ervice ot o Stipendiary and Circuit
kiagistrale, was appointed Sensor Stipendiary & Cireuit Magistrote and as the lirst
lamale Chied Magistrate on 1 February 2002 The Hon. Madam Justice Watking,

The Hom. Madam

Khpele it lom Ve [Retived ], wos alevated 1o the Supremse Court Bench g o Justice of the Supreme Court
e in Septamber 2304, Ehe ratired rom the Suprerne Court as Senior Justice on 31 July
Eetired

2020.

Q. Who was the first female Registrar of the Supreme Court?

. The Hon. Mirs. Estelle Gray Evans, Justice Retired, is a Bahamian attorney who wos
admitted ta The Boharmas Bar on 18 December 1988, in January 1985, she joined the
judicial service as Acting Stipendiary & Circuil Magistrate {Jan 1995 to Jan 1886 ) and
a5 Deputy Registrar of the Supreme Court in the Horthern Region (Freeport, Grand
Bahama) for the period January 1995 o Apail 1BEE. Fram Apsil 1889 to February 2004,
she was appainted o act as PFroject Coardinatar for The Bahamas integrated Justios
Inlormation Systenm {autemation of the Boharmian courts and inbegration with four I:-ﬂ':l

Thee Hom. Maclam

Sharston Fulutiw tale ather justice agencies) and during the months of July to October 1988, acted as
ST Loy Eyeom; Registrar of the Supreme Court. She was substantively oppointed as the first fermake
Eetired

meqistrar of the Supreme Court, the adménistrative ead of the Supremea & Magistrate
Courts, inkdarch 2004, The Hon. kre. Estelle Groy Evans was appointed o the Supreme
Bench os d Justice af the Supresne Court on | Movarmber 2007 and retined os Semior
Justice on 1B Hovernbar 2021
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1.3 NATIONAL EVENTS

"= HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

Queen Elizabeth II, the longest serving
monarch in British historv and Head of The
Commonwealth, died at Balmoral Castle in
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, & September 2022
at the age of 96.

On 4 October 2022 a memorial service was
held commemorating the life of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth 11 was held at Christ Church

The Hon. Chiel Justice lan R, Winder,
President of the Court of Appeal The Han.
G Michaoel L. Bormell, KL and mambars af
the Judiciary

| Absenm |

The Haon. Chied Justice lan /. Winder and
Commodare of the Royal Bahamos

i Fight

Defence Force Dr. Raymond King

Cathedral. The Honourable Chief Justice
along with members of the Judiciary,
Covernment, members of the uniformed
branches attended the service.

Tributes were brought by our FPrime
Minister, the Hon. Philip Davis, KC and
Govarnor General, His Excellency, the Most
Homn. Sir Cornelius Smith.

JUDICIARY THE BAHAMAS
Bohcarmas Judicliary Annual Report 2022




®= REMEMBRANCE DAY 2022

Remembrance Day is the day on which
Bahamians memotialize their veterans who
served in the British Army in World Wars 1
and IT, 1914-1918 and 1939-1945, respectivaly.

Remembrance Day was observed on Sunday
13 MNovember 2022 with an ecumenical
sarvice at Christ Church Cathedral, followead
by a parade and a brief interdenominational
service is held led by the Bahamian Christian
Council at the Garden of Remembrance
which was followed by the laying of wreaths
at the base of the Cenotaph.

In attendance at the services were the
Governor General, the Prime Minister of The
Bahamas, Chief Justice, other government
dignitaries, members of the Diplomatic
Corps., heads of the Police and Defence
Force and WVeterans from the Bahamian

The Hon. Chiel Justice kan R, Windar accepting

Chapter of the British Legion and their the wreath to be placed at the Cenotaph in the
families. Garden of Remembrance

Hig Excallency The
Most Hon. Sir
Carnalius A Smith,
O, GCMG.,
Fovernor=Gananal,
Tha Han. Chilaf
Jdustics lan R
Winder and Mre.
barie= focqueline
Winder
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BE COURTESY CALL

{ | 777 | BAHAMAS I
Al & | JubiciaL
EDUCATION

| Her Excellancy Charge
' AMaires M. Usha Pitts,
USs Embassy and The
Hon. Chisl Justics lan R.
‘Wirnder

On 19 October, 2022, Her Excellency Charge d'Affaires Ms. Usha Pitts accompanied by Mrs.
Bridget Premont, Director, International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, U.S.
Embassy paid a courtesy call on The Hon. Chief Justice Ian B, Winder

The Hon. Dame Anita

Allen, DEE and The Hon.
Sir Brigin M. Mornes, KC, KL
(lormer Chief Justice)

On 11 March, 2022 Dame Anita Allen, DBE (former President of the Court of Appeal) presented
The Homn. Sir Brian M. Moree, KC, Kt., Chief Justice {as he then was) with a copv of a book
entitled ‘Ploneering Caribbean Women Jurists,’ which features Dame Joan Sawyer, DBE and
Dame Anita Allen, DBE of The Bahamas. The Book now is a part of the Judiciary Law Library
Collection.
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2.1 CONSTITUTION, COMPOSITION AND JURISDICTION

By Hon. Madam Justice Donna Newton

The Judicature is one of the three (3) branches of Government {(Chapter VIT of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas). The Judicature is independent of
the Executive and the Legislature and is headed by the Chief Justice who is responsible
for the administration of justice in The Bahomas.

THE PRIVY COUNCIL
(Her Majesty’s Judicial Committee)

Highest Court to which appeals may be madea from the decisions of the Court of
Appeal

v
COURT OF APPEAL

(Justices of Appeal)

Hears appeals made from decisions of the Supreme Court, some appeals from
Magistrate Courts and various Tribunals

v

SUPREME COURT
(Justices)
Hears Civil and Indictable Criminal matters, appeals from Magistrate Courts and

varions Tribunals

"'

MAGISTRATE COURT
(5 & C Magistrates)

Hears Civil and Criminal matters

T

FAMILY ISLAND ADMINISTRATORS
(Lay Magistrates)

Hear Minor matters
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Bl THE PRIVY COUNCIL

The Judicial Committee of Her Majesty's Privy Council is the highest Court of Appeal of The
Bahamas. These appeals are heard in England.

B COURT OF APPEAL

The highest resident court in the country is the Court of Appeal, which sits on a full time
basis throughout the year. The Court of Appeal is composed of a President, and not more than
six (8} Justices of the Court of Appeal. The Chief Justice, by virtue of his office as head of the
Judiciary is alzo a member of the Court of Appeal but he shall not sit on the Court of Appeal
unless he has been invited to do so by the President of the Court of Appeal

The Court of Appeal has jurisdiction in Criminal, Constitutional and Civil matters under the
Constitution, the Court of Appeal Act and other statutes. The Court of Appeal also hears
appeals from the Industrial Tribunal. Appeals from the Supreme Court and from the
Magistrate's Court (in some cases) lie to the Court of Appeal; and appeals from the Court of
Appeal lie to the Privy Council.

B THE SUPREME COURT

o ESTABLISHMENT

The Judicial Committee of Her Majesty's Privy Council is the highest Court of Appeal of The
Bahamas. These appeals are heard in England.

93 (1) There shall be a Supreme Court for The Bahamas which shall have such jurisdiction
and powers as may be conferred upon it by this Constitution or any other law.

(4) The Supreme Court shall be a superior court of record and, save as otherwise provided
by Parliament, shall have all the powers of such a court.”

© Justices

Justices of the Supreme Court include the Chief Justice and such number of other Justices as
may be prescribed by Parliament. No office of Justice of the Supreme Court shall be abolished
while there is a substantive holder thereof - Article 93(2) and {3).
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The Chief Justice iz appointed by the Governor-General on the recommendation of the Prime
Minister, after consultation with the Leader of the Opposition. Other Justices of the Supreme
Court are appointed by the Governor-General, acting on the advice of the Judicial and Legal
Service Commission.

Baction 3 of the Supreme Court Act, provides that there shall be, in addition to the Chief
Justice, not more than twenty and not less than six Justices of the Court and that the title of
Benior Justice may be conferred upon not more than two Justices by the Governor-General
acting on the advice of the Judicial and Legal Service Commission. To qualify for
appointment as a Justice of the Supreme Court, a person must be a member of The Bahamas
Bar or the Bar of a Commonwealth country, membership of which is a gualification for
admission to practice as a counsel and attorney in The BEahamas, and must have practiced as a
counsel and attorney for not less than ten years.

Once appointed, the salaries and other terms of appointment of the Chief Justice, and
Justices of the Supreme Court cannot be altered to their disadvantage. Justices of the
Supreme Court can serve until the age of sixty-five (65) years and, where agreed, may serve
until the age of sixty-seven (67) years.

o JURISDICTION

Subject to the provisions of the Supreme Court Act or any other law, the Supreme Court has
unlimited original jurisdiction in civil and criminal causes and matters; and such appellate
jurisdiction as may be conferred upon it by the Supreme Court Act or any other law.

} CIVIL

The civil jurisdiction of the Supreme Court includes caunses and matters in the Admiralty,
Probate, Matrimomnial, Common Law and Equity and Commercial Divisions of the Court.

} CRIMINAL

The criminal jurisdiction includes applications for bail and trials with a jury for indictable
offences and those hyvbrid offences which the accuzed elects to be tried in the Supreme Court.

} APPELLATE

In Criminal cases, appeals from a conviction by a Stipendiary & Circuit Magistrate lie to the
Supreme Court, except where the term of imprizonment is not less than one (1) vear or the
offence falls within the category of offences set out in the Third Schedule of the Criminal
Procedure Code Act, Chapter 91, Statute Laws of The Bahamas. In civil cases, appeals from
decisions of the Chief Magistrate or an 5 & C Magistrate lie to the Supreme Court.
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} CONSTITUTIONAL

Article 28 of the Constitution provides that the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction

(a) to hear and determine any application made by any person in pursuance of paragraph
(1) (Le. if any person alleges that any of his fundamental rights and freedoms has been, is
being or is likely to be contravened in relation to him), then, without prejudice to any other
action with respect to the same matter which is lawfully available, that person may apply
to the Supreme Court for redress; and

(b) Te determine any question arising in the case of any person which is referred to it in
pursuance of paragraph 3 which states:

"(3) if, in any proceedings in any court established for The Bahamas other than the
Supreme Court or the Court of Appeal, any question arises as to the contravention of any of
the provisions of Articles 16 to 27 (inclusive) the court in which the question has arisen shall
refer the question to the Supreme Court”

In the exercise of the civil jurisdiction, matters are heard by a single judge. In criminal
matters before the Supreme Court, proceedings are instituted in the name of the Queen and
are heard by a Judge and Jury.

Bl REGISTRARS

Registrars consists of The Registrar, Deputy Registrars and Assistant Registrars are
appointed by the Governor-General in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Legal
Sarvice Commission under Sections 65, 66 and &7 of the Supreme Court Act, Chapter 53,
Statute Laws of The Bahamas.

The Registrar is the Head of Department for the Office of The Judiciary. Registrars perform
such administrative functions as designated by statute and upon the instructions the Chief
Justice.

Registrars are judicial officers and act a judge in chambers within the limitations set out in
the Rules of the Supreme Court. Section 68 of the Supreme Court Act also provides that the
Registrar, Deputy Registrars and Assistant Registrars are also Masters of the Court and as
such shall have all such authority and jurisdiction to transact civil business of the Court as
may be conferred upon a Master by rules of court.

In order to be appointed a Registrar, a person must be an attorney-at-law and a member of
the English, Irish, Scottish or Bahamas Bar, or of the bar of any other country of the
Commonwealth to which a member of The Eahamas Bar is admitted without examination, for
at least five (5) years.
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B DIVISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT

By the Supreme Court (Divisions of Court) Order 2003, the Chief Justice, in exercise of the
powers conferred by Section 7(2) of the Supreme Court Act, Ch. 53, established the Divisions
of the Court as follows:

| DIVISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT e |

FFr COMMERCIAL DIVISION (COM) Adrirolty {edrm)
Bankruptcy and Insohency {bnk)

Applications under the Companles Act, 1992 (com)
Labour (lab)

COMMON LAW & EQUITY Applicoticns under the Legal Profession Act, 19932

DIVISION (CLE) (ipa)
Quleting of Titke (qul}

Chvil motters nol alipcated va any other Divighon
(gen)

Fr FAMILY DIVISION (FAM) Adaption [@dn)
Divarce (div)

Guardianship and custody (gua)
Applicotions under the Mental Health Act [men)

FF PROBATE DIVISION (PRO) Hon-contenticus probote motters (npr)
Contentious probote matters (cpe)

FF PUBLIC LAW DIVISION (PUBR) Administrative (adm)
Constitutional [con

Judichal Review [jrv)

FFr CRIMINAL LAW DIVISION (CRI) Caoraner (cor)
Finarcial Crimmes (fin)

Ball Applications {bal)

Hobeos Corpus (hee)

Intorrmation ond Veluntary Bill of indictrment (vioi)
Restraint and Forfeiture opplications [ra)

Crirninal maatters not allocated to I:I-I"ry'ﬁthl!'f Dvigion
(erg)

FF APPEALS DIVISION (APP) meagistrates (mag)
Statutory [sta)
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B THE MAGISTRACY

The Magistracy in The Bahamas consists of: Stipendiary and Circuit Magistrates and Lay
Magistrates appointed under the Magistrates Act, Chapter 54, Statute Laws of The
Bahamas.

o STIPENDIARY AND CIRCUIT MAGISTRATES

Stipendiary and Circuit (5 & C) Magistrates hold permanent appointments and travel on
circuit to trv casges in different districts in The Bahamas. In order to be appointed an 5 & C
Magistrate, a person must be an attorney-at-law and a member of the English, Irish, Scottish
or Bahamas Bar, ot of the bar of any other country of the Commotnwealth to which a member
of The Bahamas Bar iz admitted without examination, for at least five {5} vears.

5 & C Magistrates are appointed by the Governor-General acting in accordance with the
advice of the Judicial and Legal Service Commission - Section 13 of The Magistrates Act,
Ch.54.

o LAY MAGISTRATES

Lay Magistrates, who require no legal training, are appointad by the Governor General acting
on the advice of the Judicial and Legal Service Commission. Family Island Administrators,
who also serve as Magistrates in their respective districts, form the largest group of such
magistrates. Lay Magistrates are also appointed from the Roll of Justices of The Peace.

o JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

Justices of The Peace are appointed by the Governor General by Warrant under his hand and
the Public Seal, and, within the limits of an area or district in respect of which they are
appointed, have the same powers as a magistrate to sign warrants or arrest and commitment,
to issue search warrants and to take affidavits and administrator caths.

o JURISDICTION OF MAGISTRATES

} CRIMINAL

In the Magistrates Court, criminal proceedings are instituted in the name of the
Commissioner of Police. 8 & C Magistrates sit alone without a jury and are the judges of both
the law and the facts in cases before them. 5 & C Magistrates hear summary matters or
indictable matters which may be heard summarily.
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5 & C Magistrates have jurisdiction to impose a sentence of imprisonment of not morae than
five (5) yvears or a fine as stipulated in the relevant statute. They also conduct preliminary
inquiries to determine whether a prima facie case has been made against an accused person.
If a prima facie case iz made, the accused iz committed to the Supreme Court to stand trial.

Lay magistrates have jurisdiction to hear minor snmmary matters only.

} cIviL

5 & C Magistrates also have jurisdiction to hear and determine any civil canse or matter where
the amount sought to be recovered or the value of the property does not exceed $5,000.00 and
they have jurisdiction and authority to try summarily any case in which the title of land is
involved where the value of the land does not exceed $200.00 - Section 15, Magistrates Act,
Ch.54. Lay Magistrates try civil cases in claims up to $400.00 for contract and tort and $600.00
for debts.

} APPEALS IN THE MAGISTRATES COURT

Appeals from a conviction (criminal cases) or decision (non-criminal cases) by Lay
Magistrates lie to the Chief Magistrate, an 5 & C Magistrate or Circuit Justice while on circuit.

} QUASI-JUDICIAL ROLE OF MAGISTRATES

Magistrates also issue warrants of arrest and summonses to accusaed persons to attend Court
to answer allegation e.g. Road Traffic Offences. They perform marriages and sit as
Chairperson of the Rent Control Board and the Licensing Board or Authority for the grant of
licences for the sale of alcoholic beverages as well as shop licences.

o SPECIALIZED MAGISTRATES COURTS

} JUVENILE COURT

The Juvenile Court tries criminal offences committed by children and young persons, except
where an offence is triable only in the Suprame Court, or a child or young person is charged
jointly with an adult. The Juvenile Court also hears matters with respect to children who are
deemed beyond parental control and those in need of care and protection. The Magistrate is
assisted by a Juvenile Panel, one of whom must be a female. The proceedings in Juvenile
Court are governed primarily by the provisions of the Child Protection Act, Chapter 132 of
Statute Laws of The Bahamas.
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} DOMESTIC COURT

The Domestic Court deals with applications for relief under the Child Protection Act, Ch.132,
the Matrimonial Causes (Summary Jurisdiction) Act and the Sexual Offences and Domestic
Violence Act. Matters adjudicated include applications for legal separation, maintenance
orders, arrears of maintenance payments, protection orders, custody, paternity and access to
minor children.

} CORONER'S COURT

The Coroner’s Court holds inguiries in cases where a person dies in a sudden, violent or
unnatural manner, or where the cause of death iz unlknown and in other situations where the
law requires, for example, where a person dies while housed in a public facility or confined to
a place of lawful detention.

} NIGHT COURTS

The Night Courts were established for the convenience of persons who work during the day
and are unable to talke time off to attend court. Traffic and civil matters are dealt with by
Magistrates sitting in two courts in the Magistrates Court Complex, New Providence. Night
court sessions commence at 6:00 p.m., Mondays through Fridays.
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Welghing ecales superimposed upon a eross-nllted sword, which 12 balanced on an ocpen
book and surmounted by an owl, the whole 'tlElI'lg encircled ln an E|.|.|'|:|5-E by the words “The
Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas" in white letters on a dark red
background.

The scales are the universally recognized symbol of judgment and the sword expresses
authorlty and power to give effect to edicts. The owl, a specles of Bahamian fauna,
aymbolizes vigllance, wizsdom and prudence and distinguishes the Supyerme Court a8 a
court exercizing “inherent powers", The open book represants the corpus of law.

¥ THE LOGOTYPE OF MAGISTRATE COURTS

Welghing scales superimposed upon a cross-hilted sword, which 18 balanced on an open
book, the whole being encircled fn an E|.|.|'|.'|5-1‘.- by the word “Maglstrate™ at the top and “the
Commonwealth of The Bahamas" at the bottom in white letiers on a dark blue backgronmnd.

As with the Supreme Court, the scales are the unlversally recognized symbol of judgment
and the sword expresges authority and power to glve effect to edicts. The apen ook
represents the statute laws, I'|]EE|3[|'EITEE leI:'l"ﬂ.I'lg thelr authornty from statute.

h = -
T
Aima

Welghing scalas, the symbol of justice, below which 2 & scroll having the motto “TODAY™,
riglng from elght alternating blue and white strlpes “barry wavy, the whole being
anclreled fn the a ellipse having the word “Office of the Judlelary” at the top and “the
Commonwealth of The Bahamas" at the bottom in white letters on an aguamarine
backgroumnd.

The motto “TODAY"™ encapaulates the declared “Vislon® of the Office of The Judiclary:

To provide the framework to minlmize the time betwesn the nitlation and dispeaition of criminal complants and
betwean the organlzation and resolutlons of clhvil clalms and to provide the public with ethleal, courtecus, efficiant
and professional service In the process,

And 18 & promise to the public and an Internal reminder that procrastination and delay are unaoceptable because
“TOmMoTTowW” 18 EUATANTSad To mone.

“Barry wavy- ls a traditlonal heraldic device to represant the sea, and 18 appropriate to The Bahamas as an
archipelago. It has alsd bean used as a remindar of Frovldence in troubles that keep s In continuwous axarclise as in
waves In a etorm at gea.
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THE MACE AND OAR MACE OF THE SUPREME

COURT

(Excepts from Sir Burton Hall, former Chief Justice, 2007 Supreme Court

Annual Report)

} THE ROYAL MACE

A mace, being essentially nothing more than a large club
reinforced with or manufactured entirely out of metal, was
one of the most ancient weapons of war. While it was not
wholly replaced by more efficient weapons as society
“developed”, when carried by persons responsible for
protecting the King's person, the mace easily evolved into a
symbol of authority in its own right. The functional “battle
mace" thus ceded its prominence to a ceremonial “civic mace”.

As a ceremonial object, the mace crafted from a variety of
materials, sometimes highly ornamented (a process which
historians fix, in Europe, as commencing in the 13th Century),
which migrated in various styles and sizes, from The Royal
Court to parliaments, cities, boroughs, universities, military
commanders and courts. In every instance, however, it was
intended to symbolize and verify the anthority of the office-
holder before whom or by whom it was carried.

The Mace of the Supreme Court has been in use for so long
that, at the time of this writing, no practitioner can recall
when the Court had no mace and the records of when the
present mace was procurad have yet to be located. The Royal
Mace comprises as brass hemisphere, surmounted entirely by
a crown, also of brass, the whole being attached to a 63 inch
long wooden staff colored blacle. Its design requires that, in
procession, it is carried upright in the manner of a
processional cross in liturgical processions. It is borne by the
Head Bailiff, who is also the Deputy Provost Marshal of the
Court, the Provost Marshal (who is the Commissioner of
Police) being the Court’s “sheriff”, that is the officer charged
with enforcing the judgments of the Court.
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} OAR MACE

JUDICIARY THE BAHAMAS

To mark 30th anniversary of the admission to The
Bahamas Bar in October 1976, former Chief Justice
Sir Burton Hall, commissioned the production of an
*Oar Mace" for presentation to the Court. The Oar
Mace is used in conjunction with the Royal Maca at
the Opening of Legal Year and State events. The
archetypal oar mace, the Oar Mace of the High Court
of Admiralty in London, served as the prototype for
oar maces for Courts throughout the world. The
symbolism of the oar mace for Bahamians in our
experience of inhabitants of an archipelago and the
use of small vessels as means of transportation and
communication recognizes the oar as both a means
of population and steering.

The Oar Mace was crafted by Mr. Gilbert Elliston
who also carved and painted the rendition of the
MNational Coat of Arms which is dizsplayed on the wall
above the bench in the ground floor courtroom of
the Supreme Court building, Bank Lane.

The Oar Mace, measures &0 inches and was created
from a single length of mahogany. The National Coat
of arms is carved on one face and the logo type of
the Supreme Court iz carved on the other face. The
judicial oath, “to do right to all manner of people
after the laws and usages of The Bahamas, without
fear or favour, affection or ill will®, appears in gold
lettering around edge of the blade.
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2.3 CEREMONIAL DRESS OF THE JUDICIARY

(Excepts from Sir Burton Hall, former Chief Justice, 2007
Supreme Court Annual Report)

The trodifional goart worn by Justices, Regigtrars and Mogistrates on ceremonial ocoagions such as e
Opering of Tie Legal Year Sitting, The Annual Red Mass amnd af cerfaln Rationa! evenis oare o modified
vergiorn of cogsfumes worn by English fudicial officers amd [n Commonwealth irisdiciions.

B JUSTICE

The ceremonial dress for
Justices of the Supreme Court
consists of Aberdeen real wool
panama with black artificial
silk trim. The national coat of
arms, embroidered in gold
wire, on the right facing of the
robe. The logo of the Supreme
Court, also embroidered in gold
wire, appears on the left
facing. The Chief Justice's
gown is also adorned with a 34"
gold trim to the facings and
cape collar. The gown is waorn
over a black sleeved waistcoat
with a lace “stock’ or jabot as
neclkwear. The cape collar is
also adorned with a rosette
comprised of sewveral layvers of
ruffled black silk pinned with a
button in the center, entirely
covering a small cloth bag, and
attached by a silk ribbon.
Justices wear a full-bottomed
wig as part of their ceremonial
drass. The wig is crafted from
white horsehair King's Counsel
also wear similar wigs.
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Bl prGISTRARS

The ceremonial dress for Begistrars of the Supreme Cowurt consists
of a charcoal grey panama weave wool gown, trimmed with
Arberdeen red complementing the color of the justices” gown. The
national coat of arms, embroidered in silver wire, on the right
facing of the robe. The logo of the Supreme Court, also
embroidered in silver wire, appears on the left facing. The gown is
worn over a black sleeved waistcoat with a lace “stock’ or jabot as
neclkwear. Begistrars wear barrister’s wig as part of their
ceremonial dress.
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B STIPENDIARY AND CIRCUIT MAGISTRATES

The ceremonial dress for Magistrates of consists of a Navy blue
panama weave wool gown, trimmed with Arberdeen red
complementing the color of the justices’ and registrars’ gowns.
The national coat of arms, embroiderad in gold wire, on the right
facing of the robe. The logo of the Magistrate Court, also
embroidered in gold wire, appears on the left facing. The gown is
worn over a black sleeved waistcoat with barrister's wig and
traditional neckwear of bands as part of their ceremonial dress.
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE

9 |
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JUDICIAL AND LEGAL SERVICE COMMISSION

JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS

ADMISSIONS TO THE BAHAMAS BAR 2022

JUDICIAL ASSIGNMENTS TO DIVISIONS OF THE
SUPREME COURT

COMMEMORATIVE SITTING 2022




3.1 JUDICIAL AND LEGAL SERVICE COMMISSION

The Judicial & Legal Service Commission was established under Articles 116 and 117 of The
Constitution of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas 1973 and the Judicial & Legal Service
Regulations (Article 125) of the Statute Law of The Bahamas.

The Members of the Commission shall be:

1 The Chief Justice as Chairman;

o Such other Justice of the Supreme Court or Justice of Appeal as may be designated by the
Governor General, acting on the recommendation of the Chief Justice, by instrument
under the Public Seal;

3 The Chairman of the Public Service Commission; and

g Two persons appointed by the Governor General by instrument under the Public Seal,
acting on the recommendation of the Prime Minister after consultation with the Leader of
the Opposition

Mombers are appointed for a maximum of three (3) years and the post shall become vacant at
the expiration of the period from the date of his/her appointment or such earlier time as may
be specified in the instrument by which he/she was appointed, ot he/she becomes a member
of either the House of Assembly or Senata.

Pursuant to the Judicial & Legal Service (Prescribed Public Offices) Act, Chapter 42 of the
Statute Law of The Bahamas, Officers that fall under the jurisdiction of the Commntission are
as follows:

1 Justices of the Supreme Court;

a Registrars of the Supreme Court & the Court of Appeal;

3 Stipendiary & Circuit Magistrates;

a Legal officers within - the Department of Legal Affairs, Office of the Director of Public
Progecutions and Industrial Tribunal - and other legal officers within the Public Service.

Power to malke appointments to public/judicial offices and to remove and exercise
disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such offices is vested in the Governor
General acting in accordance with the advice of the Commission. Other responsibilities of the
Commission include:
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Reclassifications

FPramaotions

Transfers

Resignations

Retirements

Vacancy NoticesAdvertisements

Disciplinary Action

The Secretary to the Commission is the Registrar of the Supreme Court. The Secretary is
responsible to the Commission for the daily operations of the Commission's office through
the Secretariat, which is staffed by Ms. Bathsheba Algreen, Mrs. Marinda Pritchard and Miss
Kennice Burrows.

The duties of the Secretariat are:

1

Muaintaining a registry of all Commission files - general and confidential, including the
receipt and registration of incoming correspondence;

Accounting Officer for the Commission’s budget;

Responding to inguiries;

Meeting preparation, including: issuing notices to Members; preparing meeting Agenda
and Minutes of Meeting;

Taking action on Commission Decisions;

Preparing and forwarding all Orders by the Commission to the Governor General for
approval /signatire;

Forwarding all signed Orders to the Ministry of the Public Service for the appropriate
letters to be prepared and forwarded to the relevant persons/agencies;

Arranging interviews with applicants.

The Commission held sixteen (16) meeatings and made ninety-five (95) decisions during the
current reporting period of 1 November 2021 to 31 October 2022.
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3.2 JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS

BN SWEARING IN OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE

The Honourable Mr. Justice Ian E. Winder was sworn in as the fourteenth Chief Justice of The
Commonwealth of The Bahamas by the Deputy to the Governor General Cynthia Pratt on 3
Aupgust 2022 in the Andros Room, Baha Mar. Prime Minister and Minister of Finance the
Honourable Philip E. Davis, KC and Mrs. Davizs, and the Leader of the Opposition the
Honourable Michael Pintard were in attendance, among other government officials and
dignitaries.

Mo, Shal Justice fon R
Wirndhar ovd Her Excelency
Cpniina Alexandrd Pratt, 0,
JP Dapuity to the Govermoe
iSananaf.

MVE. Annrmarie Dovis: Hon. Ahilis
L Dawg, KC, Prime Mirvelay) Hov
Excaiency Cynthio Alecarolng
Proll, D, 4P Depuly fo the
GOveriaf=-Ganaral! Harn Chial
Justice vy B Winder Mrs Marie-
daciedhing Winder and Homn
Michoal Pinlard, Leadar of the
Oppasition
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Bl APPOINTMENTS

The Hor Mr. Sankor juslice
Bearmand TUrmer Wi SWOorm it
as Acting Chisl Justice by
Her Exceffency Cynbhia
Alewanohia Pretl, OO JP,
Dapsuly o the Gavamor
s,

3 Saptember 2032

The Hon Madarm Senior
Jdustics o Sharfas Wik
EWOrT in Gt Achirg Chbef

Justice By ihe Govearno
Gananal, the Mos! Han S
Carnaliug A Srilh,

2 Qefobar, 2072
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Bl APPOINTMENTS
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Mgz Simone Rlzchonkes,
Vice=Prazident af the
Andustriey Trsuno wiee
WO i By Govermar
Gananal, His Excallancy the
Mgl Han S Comealins A.
Srrwithy, lo act as dustics of
e BLpreme Sourt,

I Saplamber 3023,

Mizs Nishonda Tyres,
ALLarney=al=Len, Was Sworm
i By Depuly to tha
Gavermor-Geanerdl Her
Excefiency Cynthia A Pratt,
o et as & Justics of the
Suprerne Courl,

20 Sepdarnbar 2022



Bl APPOINTMENTS

Mg, Carie Covd=5tubds
ALLarne=af-Lerd, Was Sworm
in By the Depuly 1o the
Goverror-Generd), Her
Excefiancy Cynthio Prall, ho
ael oE o Jushice af P
e Cow,

20 September 3022

e, Qlivia Bioclch was sworn=
i By The Han Madarnm Pedro
MHerna=Adclenley o8 o

Depuly Registrar it the
SLprerme Coud,

25 September, 2022
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3.3 ADMISSIONS TO THE BAHAMAS BAR 2022

b (A) ADMISSIONS TO THE UTTER BAR

F Friday, 10 June

F Friday, 30 Septembeor

F  Thursday, 3 November

F Friday, 4§ November

JUDICIARY THE BAHAMAS
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Marnigue Dawnelsha Christy Knowles

Aquella Francescd Telatta

Toreo Edmundo Taylor

Tareo Edmundo Taylor

Michael Daniel Othland Toobe Jr.

Vonisha Bernadette Lorean Rolla

Tarmimy Tereze Knowles
Doneth Andre Cartwright
Bryan Graham Bastian
Makeda Iman Stubbs
Micholas R. L Pennerman
Jana Devin Ward

Karina Alexandria Rolle
shelly-ann Margaret Nairn
Jewaelle Felisha Carroll

Ellsworth Edward Darling Nl

Lisa Gibson-Woodside
Gary Vaughn Rolle 11
Tylah Richea Murray
Samueal Jun-Yah Taylos
Tarmika Robarts

Kristin Ashley Butler
Batly Eloise Wilson
Crystal Elizabeth Stuart
Duranda Kim Minus

Rayshan Kadeern Deleveauy



} (A) ADMISSIONS TO THE UTTER BAR

F  Friday, 4 November Gary Zoilo Russell
Frank Leon Saunders
Jacklyn ida Conyers
Devaughn Felix Avonte Rolle
Mirelle Mondelus
Ebonesse Arnelle Bain
Miguel Leah Clears
Tamika Samantha Fernander
Caprice Vandera Johnson

} (B) SUPPLEMENTAL (SPECIAL) ADMISSIONS TO THE BAR

F  1February 2022 Stephen Mark Wilson, K.C

F 22 February 2022 Stephen Moverley Smith, K.C.
F  25May 2022 Richard Colin Wilson, K.C.

F 30 June 2022 Eason Rajah, K.C.

F 30 June 2022 Micholas Le Poidevin, K.C.

F 7 O0ctober 2022 Keith D. Knight, K.C.

F 24 October 2022 Elspeth Talbot Rice, K.C
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JUDICIAL ASSIGNMENTS TO DIVISIONS OF THE

SUPREME COURT

January - December 2023

APPEALS (APP) « Tha Hon, Chief Justice lan Winder

Manager: + The Hon. Madam Justice Patra Hanna -.ﬁ.lﬂd&rEEI""

Reglstrar Constance Delancy

Deputy Registrar Stephana
Saunders (Northern Region

COMMERCIAL
DIVISION (COM)

Manaser:
Registrar Constance Delancy

Deputy Regigtrar Stephana
Saunders (Northern Region)

COMMON LAW &
EQUITY DIVISION
(CLE)

Manager:

Reglstrar Constance Delancy

Deputy Registrar Stephana
Saunders (Morthern Reglon)

JUDICIARY THE BAHAMAS

The Han. Chiaf Justice lan Windar
The Hon. Madam Justice Petra Hanna-Adderley
Tha. Han. Mr. Justica Loran Klain

The Hon. Madam Justice Simaone Fltzchoreas
(Ag.) {to 31 January 2023)

The Hon Justice (New Judge) (w.ef- | February 2023)

The Hon. Chief Justice lan Winder

Thea Hon. Madam Justice Deborah Fraser

The Hon. Madam Justice Petra Hanna-Adderley
The Hon. Madam Justice Carmille Darville-Gormeaz

The Han. Madam Justice Sirmone Fitscharles
(Ag.) (to 31 January 2023)

The Hon. Madam Justice Nishonda I':.rna-,;
(Ag.) (to 31 January 2023)

The Hon. Madam Justice Carla Card-Stubbs
(Ag.) (to 31 January 2023)

The Hon. Justice (New Judge) (w.el 1 February 2023}
The Hon. Justice (New Judge) (w.ef 1 Fabruary 2023}



CRIMINAL DIVISION
{CRI)

Manager:

Deputy Reglatrar
Edmund Turner

Deputy Reglatrar

Olivia Blatch
(Northern Region)

FAMILY DIVISION
(FAM)

Manager:

Deputy Registrar Jennifer
Stuart-Bastian

Deputy Registrar Stephana
Saunders (Northern Region)

PUBLIC LAW
DIVISION (PUB)

MEII'I.-EIg'EI‘:
Reglstrar Constance Delancy

Deputy Registrar Stephana
Saunders (Northern Region)

The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon,
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon,

kr. Senior Justice Bernard Turmer
Madam Justice Cheryl Grant-Thompsaon
Mr. Justice G. Gragory Hilton

Madam Justice Gulllimina Archar-Minns
Madam Justice W. Renae MckKay

Mr. Justice Andrew Forbes

Madam Justice Jeaning Weech Gonmwez

The Hon Mr. Justice Nell Brathwaite (w.ef 1 March 2023)

The Han.

Madam Justice Camilke Darville-Gomeaz

The Hon. Justice (New Judge) (w.ef 1 February 2023}

The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon,

Madam Justice Patra Hanna-Addarley
Madam Justice Donna Nenwton
Madam Justice Denise Lewis Johnson
Madam Justice Ntshonda Tynes

(ag.) (to 31 January 2023)
The Hon. Justice (New Judge) (w.e.f 20 February 2023)

The Hon. Madam Justice Petra Hanna-Addearley
The. Hon. Mr. Justice Loran Klain

The Han. Madam Justice Carla Card-Stubbs
(ag.) (to 31 January 2023)

The Hon. Justice (New Judge) (w.ef - 1 Fabruary 2023)
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COMMEMORATIVE SITTING 2022

In accordance with Practice Direction No.3 of 2006, the Chief Justice, on Friday, 4 March 2022,
presided over the Annual Commemaorative Sitting of the Supreme Court to marlk the death of
the following Counsel and Attorneys-at-Law (By Order of Call):

Llechiocil; Dot ol Ciall i ol Deih
Arthur D. Hanna 1 October 1955 3 August 2021
s s ot ol Ciall [rorte ol Deaith
Allen J. Benjamin & December 1067 12 April 2021
[hot ol Ciall [rote ol Death
Rﬂlﬂ.nd J. Lowe 14 January 1976 18 October 2021
. [y ool Sl [t of Dt
StEphanlE ﬁ. WEI I'E' T January 1977 3 June 2021
- —~ [oie of Coll Dot ol [acnth
Michael A. Francis 23 August 1979 22 June 2021

JUDICIARY THE BAHAMAS




Michael F. L. Allen

JOSEPH C. LEDEE

Dennis H. Richards

Allan E. Emmanuel

Dorothy Hilton

Genae N. Nottage

[t ool Cinll [rote ol Daith

20 January 1943 2 July 2021
Do ol Cill [raie ol Db
11 Novembear 15094 11 April 2021
ot ol Coiall [t ol [eath

20 Detober 1995 T May 2021
[hort ol Ciall bt ol [eith

27 Doctober 2006 11 June 2021
[y ool Sl [boie ol [aaih

30 Dctober 2014 T July 30zl
Dot ol Coll ot ol [eath

30 October 2014 18 Angust 2021
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OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR

4.1 OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR

HUMAN RESOURCE UNIT - ANNUAL STATISTICAL

S DATA REPORT 2022

a4 OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY REGISTRAR
" (NORTHERN REGION)




4.1 OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR

by Registrar Constance A. Delancy

“Some say the Office of the Registrar s to the Judiciary as the heart and soul is to the
body. I prefer to describe the office as the engine that drives the Judiciary with the
Registrars as engineers”

Sir Hartman G. Longley, 29 July, 2016

The Office of the Registrar comprises the Registrar and five (5) Deputies, two of whom are
assigned to the Northern Region (Grand Bahama, the Abacos and the Biminis):-

: Heod of Deparirmeant, Secretany 1o the Judicial &
REglﬂtrﬂT Service Commission, Civil & Mogistrotes” Appeals
Constance Delancy negistries ane Listing Offics
Deputy Registrar Besponsible for operations and oll registries
Stephana J. Saunders st Region
Deputy Registrar Crirninol Registry inclusive of Boil Management
Edmund V. Turner Hyprimen
Deputy Registrar Probate Registry ond Director of Court Services
Renaldo Toote (Acting)

Deputy Registrar Farnily Registry

Jennifer Stuart-Bastian

Deputy Registrar Srirninal Registry inclusive of Bail Applications
Olivia Blatch [Marthern Region)

The Office of the Registrar is also the Registry of the Supreme Court which are divided into
sub-registries and managed by a registrar. The Registries are open to the public on every day
except Saturdays,
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Sundays and public holidays, between the hours of 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 pm. or as otherwize
directed by the Honourable Chief Justice. Access to the Registry is also available via
appointments through the portal on the Judiciary’s website at bahamasjudiciary.com. The
public may also request information or male enguires via the Judiciary’s email address
info@courts.gov.bs. Requests for hearing dates before a Justice or a Registrar of the
Supreme Court may obtained by completing the online form on the Judiciary’s website which
are administered by the Listing Office.

The Registrars adopted a hybrid approach to the hearing of matters to allow for ease of
access for litigants and counsel. The majority of applications are heard via an online platform
such as Zoom, Webex or Microsoft Teams. Parties may also elect to have an in-person
chamber hearing or a registrar assigned to a matter may determine that it ought to be held in
in-person depending upon the particular circumstances.

The Court Modernization and Reform Initiatives (COMEIN), which was started by former
Chief Justice Sir Brian M. Morea, Kt; KC, continues to be a work in progress and over 4 million
pages have been scanned to be mitigated in the Court Integrated Court Management System.
The Digitation Unit, headed by Grace Bostwick, continues to worlk with ZCom to ensure that
files in the various Registries in the Supreme Court and Magistrate Courts in New Providence
were made accessible to facilitate the scanning process. The Judiciary has also established its
internal scanning unit to continue to capture data that is currently stored in our archives.

The Citizen Security and Justice Program (CSJP) which is funded by an Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) Loan through the Ministry of National Security provided the funding
for the Judiciary's COMRIN. The Judiciary completed a training centre for its judicial officers
and staff which has already been used in several training and orientation exercises. The WAN/
LAM in the Judiciary’'s premises was also completed to provide the reguired infrastructure to
support the Judiciary’s varions technology based initiatives to improve access to justice
throughout The Bahamas. Dr. Dorcas Cox and her CSJP team along with subject matter
expert Mr. Drazen Komarica have worlied long hours with the Judiciary.

The Accounts Unit, whose work is often overlooked, ought to be commended for their stellar
performance managing the Judiciary’s financial resources. The Unit engaged in training and
upgrading of skills on the new E-Frocurement platform via online webinars with the Ministry
of Finance's E-Procurement team. The Unit was led by Mrs. Shirley Moncur who commenced
pre-retirement leave in June, 2022, Ms. Claudia Hall supervises the Unit and she is assisted by
Claudia Hall, Terrecka Thompson, Brinnea Darville, Celeste Rahming, Wesinique Emmanuel,
Lana Roseboro (Magistrate Court Supervisor), Allendra Sherman, Claudia Clarke, Arabella
Rolle, Arnette Maclkey, Shanishlia Dean, Perylka Wallace, Brean Woodside, Antonya Moss and
Tabitha Roberts.
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Statistics- Registrar and Deputy Registrars

B Tha period of 15t November, 2021 - 3ist Octobear, 2022

TAHEN .
AFPLICATIONG OUT OF LIST ADJIENMED OO PLETED
03 16 235 665

BN CIVIL REGISTRY

The Civil Registry which is the main repository for documents filed in all matters bafore the
courts save and except for Family, Criminal and Probate matters which are kept in their
respective registry. The Civil Registry is currently located at BAF Financial Centre in Nassauw.
The team members at the Civil registry are Esther Finder, Supervisor, Sherman Campbell,
Lorenzo MNixon, Sarah Meeres, Lizandria Taylor, Inacio Ward, Shemar Major, Denzeal
Lightbourne, Asia Burrows. Ms. Finder and her team are responsible for the assigning of case
numbers in the various divisions, cataloging the filed documents, creating the files and
entering the information into the Cause List Books. Court users are allowed to visit the Civil
Registry to search the records and review files.

CIVIL REGISTRY

1 Nowvamiar 2021 - 31 Octobar 2022

Diwision Subdivision Sub-Total
Quisting 73
COMMON LAWY & EQUITY
Cliwil 1725

Admiralty 10
Company 13

COMMERCIAL
Dankruptey & Insalvency &8
Labour 15
Constitutional Law 4]

PUBLIC LAWY
Judicial Review 14
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o APPEALS REGISTRY

The Appeals Registry is the processing unit for all civil appeals from the Magistrate Courts,
criminal appeals in cases where the possible custodial sentence is a year or less, appeals from
registrars and in any other instance when an appeal lies to the Supreme Court. Appeals are
heard by a single justice of the Supreme Court. The unit is operated by Ingrid Hunt.

MAGISTRATE COURTS’ CIVIL APPEALS

15T Novembar 2021 — 31 October 200

CASE REMITTED

TOTAL CIVIL AFPEALS e 2 L AFPEALS ETRUCK QLTS TANIMNG
APPEALS FILED} COMPLETED e i o T MAAIETRATE CIVIL AFPEALS

COURT

Lo 2 1 o 1 44

MAGISTRATE COURTS’ CRIMINAL APPEALS

15T Novembar 2021 — 31 October 200

CASE REMITTED

TOTAL CIVIL AFPEALS e 2 L AFPEALS ETRUCK QLTS TANIMNG
APPEALS FILED} COMPLETED e i o T CIVIL AFPEALS
17 1 1 [1] L] 15

o LISTING OFFICE

The Listing Office is the gateway between the Court and Court users as it acts as the central
calendaring unit for the Supreme Court. All initial hearing dates are funneled through this
Office. Litigants and prose litigants may request dates wvia The Bahamas Judiciary online
portal via its website or by delivering a request to the Listing Office which located in Supreme
Court Annex 1. The team members in the Listing Office are responsible for retrieving the
relevant files from the registries and forwarding them to a judge or registrar for assignment
of hearing dates. The Listing Office is supervised by Sharmaine Bain-Archer, Deputy Listing
Officer and she is assisted by D'Avante Curtis and Franklyn Burnside.

LISTING OFFICE
Ist MOVEMBER, 2021 TC 18th NOVEMEBER, 2022
AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF AMOUNT OF
APPLICATIONS APPLICATIONS AFPLICATIONS
RECEIVED ASEIGNED RECEIVED DATES
JUDGES 2,.222 1T mecpeaatad ) 212:':0 (fiba racedwad) 2,230
REGISTRARS ]rﬂ‘i.":l i Tl acphatad 111]'5-1] (ks racsdwad ) 1,068
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TOTAL AMOUNT OF APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 3.315
TOTAL AMOUNT OF APPLICATIONS ASSIGHNED 3,288
[Files Recaived |
TOTAL AMOUNT OF APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 3,288
DATES
Thia Bnfosmsation in this st partalng to Mew Proud dance. Tk Liating Offis B oot redapeiaibla for discribatboen of cased 1o Judgas
NOTE Al RegrmEtrars ln che Kootk lsgiod (Freapart

o COURT REPORTING UNIT

The Court Reporting Unit is responsible for recording and transcribing testimony in
proceedings in the Supreme Court, and in certain cases in the Magistrate Courts. The Court
Reporters play an important role in the Judiciary as the transcripts which they produce is the
official record of the Court. The Court Reporters are required to keep abreast of the latest
innovations and best practices to maintain accreditation. The COVID-19 pandemic presanted
a challenge for the Court Reporters as they had to continue to provide stenographic services
while working from home and training opportunities were suspended. In July 2022, two Court
Reporters, Ms. Shalara Allen and Ms. Tonia D. Colebrook attended the National Association
Court Reporting Conference 2022 which was held in Orlando, Florida. The Court Reporters
Unit is supervised by Mrs. Judith Clare, acting Director, and there thirty Court Reporters and
Ms. Augusta Johnson provides administrative assistance.

o INFORMATION COMMUNICATION AND TECHNOLOGY UNIT

The Information Communication and Technology Unit (ICT) provides technical support for
the Supreme and Magistrate Courts. ICT Unit ensures that the hardware and software is
maintained in the Courts and the various registries and administrative offices. The Unit is
comprized of Mr. Darmeeko Isaacs, Mrs. Keva Smith and #Mr. Isreal Bodie.

o COURT MARSHAL UNIT

Court Marshals are charged with providing security for the Courts, premises, staff and court
nsers. Court Marshals are posted in the Supreme and Magistrate Courts and work along with
the Police Court Liaison Unit. The Unit welcome several new recruits to fill the vacancies
created by the retirement of Court Marshals who reached end of their tour of duty with the
Judiciary. The Court Marshal Unit is supervised by the Head Court Marshal Mr. Eden Zonicle.
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o MAINTENANCE AND CUSTODIAL UNIT

The Bupreme and Magistrate Courts occupy several premises located in the City of Nassau
and South Street. Many of the building having retro fitted for the Courts present unigque
challenges in maintaining and cleaning those premises. The Maintenance and Custodial team
members ensure that the judicial officers, staff and court users daily cleaning and sanitizing
of throunghout the various buildings. Prior to the relaxation of the Public Health Protocols the
Custodial team members were stationed in the Courtrooms and provided sanitizing services
during Court hearings. The Maintenance team members installed and maintained sanitizing
equipment, re-organized courtroom and work areas for proper social distancing. The teams
are led by Mr. Edward Gayle, Maintenance Supervisor and Mrz. Cecilia Davis, Head Janitress.

. CRIMINAL REGISTRY

—— Deputy Registrar Edmund Turner

It is with pleasure that I give this Annual Report for the Criminal Registry for 2022, my
seventh (7Tth) such report since I took up thiz office in 2015, and some five Chief Justices later.
In addition, it is with pleasure that I sit for the first time for a two weelk period from the last
week of October 2022, to the first week in November 2022, as Acting Registrar of The Supreme
Court of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas. This Annual Report will make reference to
Protocols for Allocation of Crown Briefs, The Bail Management System, Digitization of files
within the Criminal Registry, the Amendment to the Jury’s Act, 2022, and Statistical Data
regarding Civil Litigation hearings for the year, to name a few. In all, 2002 will be seen as a
successful year for the Criminal Registry as a Registry of Record, which is in the constant
process of developing through the use of technology, with the assistance of hard working
able staff.

F Protocols For Allocation Of Crown Briefs

Reference can be made to section 194 of the Criminal Procedure Code, Chapter 91, Statute
Laws of The Bahamas. Here the following is seen, i.e.

‘In any case in which it appears to the Supreme Court that an accused person committed
for trial has not money wherewith to retain Counsel-

a). if the accused is charged with an offence for which the punishment is death, the Court
shall assign Counsel for the Defendant at the Public’s expense; and

b). in any other case, the Court in its discretion may assign Counsel for the defendant at the
public’s expense.
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F Public Defender’s Office And Crown Brief System

The non-profit entity known as the Public Defender's Office came into effect in February of
2017, and the main object of the same is to provide competent legal representation for those
unable to afford legal counsel. The unit is currently under the Chairmanship of Mr. Thomas
Evans QC. The unit initially started out with four (4) Public Defenders, and now has Five (5)
Public Defenders, and one pupil. Please note that at the time of its incorporation, the Public
Defender’s Office was expected to service a ten (10) Criminal Litigation Court system, which
was impracticable. There were complaints of many of them not appearing at court, and in
2019 or thereabouts my Registry was informed that the Public Defender’s Office was unable to
accommodate any further criminal matters, and as a result, my office ceased in sending files
to them. After all of this COVID 19 came along, and the rest is history. I said all of the above to
bring out the fact that the traditional Crown Brief System, like an old pair of comfortable
shoes you used to wear, never really went away and has always bean in use.

To date in 2022 some 58 criminal matters have been allocated to the Crown Brief Svstem, and
only zome three (3) matters have been allocated to the Public Defender’s Office. The decizion
as to whether a matter is assigned to the Crown Brief System or ought to go to the Public
Defender’s Office remains with the sitting Justice who will hear the substantive matter.

F Counsel

All Counsel interested in being eligible to be selectad to represent accused persons unable to
pay for legal representation are encouraged to write the Registrar, indicating their date of call
to The Bar, as well as a Certificate of Good Standing from The Bahamas Bar Association. This
is done to ensure that there is a relatively high standard in the practice of criminal litigation
being offered to unrepresented accused who can't afford Counsel.

Once the letter is received, Counsel are referred to the Accounts Department where further
particulars are provided to facilitate the payment process, Le. Tin Number ete. Please note
that there is a list of names from which Counsel are selected, and unless the aforementioned
name is selected from this list, when there is time for financial remuneration, there will be a
challenge.

The selection process as to Counsel is made by the Registrar going randomly down his list
and calling to ascertain the availability of Counsel.

Upon completion of matters, a bill along with the contract letter, and cover letter from
chambers is presented to The Registrar with relevant notation from the Court Clerk, of the
Court where the matter was heard, that the subject matter was adjudicated on what days and
times, ete. If approved, the same is signed off on by the Deputy Registrar with responsibility
for crime.

JUDICIARY THE BAHAMAS
Banamas Judiciary Annual Report 2022



F Allocation Steps

1 Counsel expresses concern in writing re being added to listing:

. Letter of request;

ii. Proof of Call that is verified by Bar Association;

iii. Certificate of Good Standing from Bar Association;
iv. Provision of TIN No. to Accounts Department; and

w. Prasantation of identification.

a  Counsel added to list;

g Recommendation made by sitting Justice re allocation of Crown Brief, and form is filled
out;

g Registrar goes to listing and assigns Crown Brief;

5 Contract letter is drawn up specifying payment of $1000 for preparation and 3300 for each
full day in Court. The same also specifies no-payment for Case Management, and informs
Counsel to present an itemized, particularized billing indicating specifically what was
done on each date;

g At least 5 copies of contract letter produced and sent fo accused at BDOC, Counsel
assigned, one copy is placed on file;

7 Matter is completed, and letter presented by Counsel to Clerk of Court to verify dates of
attendance af Court; and

g Documentation signed off on by Deputy Registrar responsible for Crime, and is taken to
the Accounts Department for processing so Counsel can be paid.

F The Bail Management System

The Bail Management System has made significant strides since its commencement about a
vear ago. There are many accused persons enrolled in the system currently with 65 active
applications and some 238 hearings set according to the ‘dashboard' located within the
system. To date some 251 applications have been made where bail has been granted to
accused persons, but sad to say these have been via the traditional *hard copy® application
process. An effort was made some time ago to have a cut-off date to transition from the
traditional system of application and mowve into the full application of the new Bail
Management System, thera have been challenges technically that has resulted in this not
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taking place. As a result, the old ‘hard copy' system of application is still being subscribed to,
and it is hoped that in the not too distant future at least an effort can be made to have a
hybrid system of application and eventually a phasing out of the traditional system of
application.

Currently my staff and I are manually enrolling all those persons granted bail at the time
when the system was still being ‘tweeked,’ and was not in full operation. These persons would
have been granted bail in the Magistrate's Court and would have not entered The Bahamas
Department of Corrections, and as a result, would have to come to the Criminal Registry to be
enrolled in the svstem.

There are benefits in using the new Bail Management System. From the perspective of the
Defense Counsal, one would be able to upload and pay for applications at the ‘cliclk’ of a
button from their worlt desk instead of having to apply through the current traditional
procass.,

From the perspactive of the accused, those persons at The Bahamas Department of
Corrections don't require the need for an attorney at law to apply for bail. Once the usual
application form is filled out, the same is scanned onto the site and a date is allocated by the
Deputy Registrar for Crime. Also, once enrolled in the system, accused persons on bail can
sign in via a kiosk at any station that contains the same, hence there is no need to travel to
any particular station to sigh in once the station concerned has a kioslk. Currently the Police
Stations with a kiosk include Central Police Station, Qualkoo Street Station, Wulff Road Police
Station, Elizabeth Estates Police Station, East Street South Police Station, Carmichael Road
Police Station and Central Police Station in Grand Bahama.

As with everything in life, there is always room for improvement. The initiative to commence
the process ought to lie with those who are adversely affected pursnant to the Constitution,
i.e. the accused man, and not some Private Counsel.

F Amendments To Juries Act 2014

The recent amendments to the Juries Act, Ch.50 sought to eliminate the concern expressed by
many of having the names and address of potential jurors published within the daily
newspapers. As a result, one of the main amendments will only require the name and date of
birth of potential jurors to be printed, see amendment to section 8 of Principal Act, in
particular 8(h) which replaced subsaction 7 of the 2014 Amendment. As a rasult, the following
must be noted, Le.:

1 The Juries Amendment Act now only requires a printing of the full list in the Official
Gazelte, i.e. Juries Amendment Act 2014, 8(é)a)(1);

o The list itself will be placed on the Judiciary's Official Website, see (Juries Amendment
Act, 2022, 8(6) (a) (1i));
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g There is no further need to post the same at a Post Office Building, see Juries
Amendment Act 2022, section 8(6)av); and

g The Notice itself and not to the complete listing are to be broadcast via radio, two
television stations, and published within two newspapers.

The aforementioned amendments are welcomed and greatly assists the Judiciary in further
streamlining its process regarding jury selection. In addition, the same also save a significant
amount of funding used before to publish all of the names within a daily newspaper twice.
The new amendments malke use of ‘Motices’ instead that will be placed within the local
newspapers, broadcast via radio and televizsion. Also, the said ‘Notices® will refer members of
the public to a specific location within the .Judiciary where a hard copy of the .Jury Listing
can be viewed if need be.

The Juror's Assistance office plays a significant role in the day to day running of the Jury
System for the Judiciary. This unit has been ably operated by Ms. Shonaray Mackey, who has
done an excellent job over the past six (6) to (7) years she has held the post as Manager for the
nnit. Considering the fact that this unit alone, manned by one personh is responsible for
assisting up to eight (8) criminal courts with supplying jurors on a consistent basis, is a
‘mammoth’ of a task, and Ms. Macley has done a great job with the same. Sad to say, she will
be transferred to Grand Bahama to assist in a greater capacity and is now replaced by Ms.
Marcia Pinder, who so far is doing a great job of filling a pair of *big shoes.’

F Thank You To My Staff

I want to say thank you to all the staff of the Criminal Registry for their hard work during the
past year. 5ad to say, Ms. Majorie Evans laft the Criminal Registry to go into retirement this
November 2022, Ms. Evans has made a significant contribution to the running of the Criminal
Registry, especially in the area of Archival Research for Criminal Litigation files. In addition,
the new staff members such as Ms. Crystal Russell and Ms. Starsheema Smith have also
complimented the day to day operations of the Criminal Registry.

. PROBATE REGISTRY

—— Deputy Registrar Renaldo Toote

One of the Judiciary's overriding objectives is to deliver timely justice to the public by
providing access to a fair, impartial and efficient forum to resolve legal disputes. These
disputes when filed, are processed through the various registries.

The probate registry in particular, has jurisdiction over wills and the administration of a
deceased's person's estate. Frobate is the process of transferring property and ownership
after someone has died. Whether an estate has to be probated depends on how the decedent's
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property is owned. The general probate applications includes: 1. Probates; 2. Letters of
Administration; 3. Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed; and 4. Resealing of
Foreign Grants.

Notwithstanding the passage of time, the probate registry continues to be inundated with a
large volume of applications as a result of the remnant effects the Covid 19 pandemic and
Hurricane Dorian disaster. In July, 2022, The Bahamas Government introduced the Evidence
(Amendment) (No 2) Bill, 2022 in the aim of reducing the prasumption of death from seven
vears to two years. Since 1 November, 2021 to 31 October 2022, the Registry has processed 922
new applications. This represents a 10.3% increase of new applications when compared to the
year end of 2020/2021. As a result of the recent legislative amendment, the month of
September was the registry's most demanding month. However, the probate team has done
an impressive job to meet the command.

The present staffing consists of Mrs. Loretta Maycock- Supervisor, Ms. Desiree Robinson, Ms.
Keisha Ferguson, Ms. Nicole Ferguson, and Ms. Brinigue Rolle.

The processing of applications and record keeping of transactions in the registry are still
done manually. Needless to say, that this is a time consuming and arduous task particularly as
the volume of work in the registry has greatly increased over the years. I commend the staff
for their efforts to keep up with the increased workload without the more modern tool of an
automated case management systeim.

The antomated case management system for the Registry as designed by the Anchor Group
encapsulates the essential elements to propel the Registry to greater efficiency and
accountability. A review of the system indicates that when appropriately and correctly
utilized, probate applications will be more easily assessed and disposed of and there will e a
quiclker time response to the numerous queries made at the Registry.

F Below Are The 2021/2022 Probate Statistical Data For Your Reference:

WILLS DEFOSITORY
2020 55
2021 107
2022 127
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PROBATE REGISTRY
15t NOVEMBER, 2021 TO 315t NOVEMBER, 2022

New Applications Recebved
CESSATE 1
SMALL ESTATES 0
FROBATE 353
RE-SEALING 74
LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION 437

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION WITH THE WILL 55
ANNEXED

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION DE BEONIS NOMN 1
{WTTH & AT WL

‘ TOTAL | 921

Grants Issued

2022 o938

‘ TOTAL GRANTS REFUSED | (1]
W Sanes |
L] —
Casssle Srmall he-Sealing Letters af Lestters af Letters af

Estibes Administration Administration Adminigtration
with tha Wil D Bonis M
AnirEked
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. FAMILY REGISTRY

—— Deputy Registrar Jennifer Stuart-Bastian

The Family Registry is the administrative depository for the Family Division of the Supreme
Court and is responsible for the procedural processing of matters in this Division from their
initiation to final disposition.

Applications made to the Supreme Court and processed the Registry are predominately
applications made pursuant the Matrimonial Causes Act, Chapter 125, the Adoption of
Children Act, Chapter 131, the Mental Health Act, Chapter 230 and the Status of Children Act,
Chapter 130. Additionally, there are applications also made pursuant to the Domestic Violence
(Protection Orders) Act, Chapter 994, howewer, as our statistics will reflect, the bulk of the
matters managed by the registry are divorce and matrimonial matters.

The registry is the hub for family matters, an area which demands a heightened degree of
sensitivity and confidentiality. During the past year, the registry implemented additional
measures to ensure the protection and security of records; one such measure being, that
collection of documents from the registry now requires the person collecting, to provide
proof of identification and to acknowledge receipt of documents by signing for the same.

The Registry is supervised by Ms. Katie Smith-Mackey with the support of four (4) team
members. Each team member is assigned a specific range of duties that facilitate the
processing of applications through the division with an emphasis being placed on the
appropriate and an efficient delivery of service to our customers.

The statistics compiled for the year ending 31st October, 2022 reveals a slight increase in the
intalke and dispositions of applications in the family division over the past years.

FF Statistical Data:

NEW APPLICATIONS
Divorce (MCA. Ch. 125) 681
Adoption (Ch. 131) 24
Guardianship (Ch. 132) 34
Mental Health Act (Ch. 230) 13
Status of Children Act (130) 10
TOTAL 772
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CERTIFICATE OF MAKING DECREE NISI ABSOLUTE ISSUED

YEAR AMOUNT
B0 1
i a
BiHMG 2
007 3
i a
e ifi
010 a
11 i
212 3
2013 5
14 1
015 11
016 24
a7 1
018 4
3019 73
200 14%
a0 173
Bhx: 24

TOTAL 550
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HUMAN RESOURCE UNIT - ANNUAL STATISTICAL

DATA REPORT 2022

The Human Resource Unit of the Office of the Judiciary supervizes the daily movements of
the support staff and liaises with itz counterparts in the Office of the Attorney General and
Ministry of Public Service. The Unit is headed by Mrs. Annamae Neely who assisted by Mrs.
Elizabeth Taylor, Miss Nicova Neilly, Mrs. Deborah Gibson, Mrs. Sharece Davis-Pratt and Mr.
Kirk Moszs.

As at 7 November 2022, the Office of the Judiciary, which comprises the Supreme & Magistrate
Courts. In addition to the Chief Justice, there were 44 judicial officers (17 Justices, 3 Acting
Justices, & Registrars, 18 Stipendiary & Circuit Magistrates) and 313 administrative support
staff all located in New Providence, Grand Bahama and Abaco

P At The End Of The Reporting Year, The Judicial Officers And Administrative
Support Staff Were Placed As Follows:

: : Holan Scavells, Monigue Rolle, Curtis Adderley,
COtEce OF The Hoa. Chiel Justice 1 ¥ : = : % R o
] T Faige Mackey, Nelsan Lar

R, lan B, SWindes
e Sweoting And FACpL 1972 Owen Palmer (abdes)

amore, PASgt. Keith

9 4 Office Of The Hono Mr. Senior Justice, Bernard 5. Daoeva McDomald, Katrea Eaunders, Sgt. 3345
. Turmer Ellkenia Brawn (Alde)
3 3 Offtee Of The Hon Madam Senior Justice Indra Thenae Frazwer, PACpL 688 Thaddeus Woodside
Charles Aide
Wilkeishna McEenzie, Beverley Coaper, PrEgL.
fal q Office OF The Had. Madany Justice Detsarah Frssset ; ' E

Hamsey (Axde)

5 4 Office OF The Hon. Madam Justice Cheryl Grant Wilkeishna MoEenxie, Beverley Coaper, PrEgt.
Thompson Hamsey (Akde]

& a4 Oftee 0OFf The Hono Mr. Justice Javon RBahming, Eamestine Eahming, PACpl. 618
0. Oregory Hilton Ivan Daeveau Asde )

= 3 Mitce OF The Hon. Madam Justice Petra Hanna Ercnda Jahnson, Arlington Farqubharson, PAC 2810

J diderley Grand Eahama (Northern Regoon) Erasevelt Rolle {aide)

B -I:I Office OF The Hon. Madam Justice Guillimina Handy Foroes, Patricia Farrington, P/SgT. 2407
Archer-Minns Gregary Dean (Alde)

a a4 Office OF The Hon. Madam Justice Danna . Tamiko Glinton, Kimborly BEutterfield, BACp]. 00l

5 Heowton Pedro Slippings (Abda)
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12

13

14

]

16

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

Office Of The Hon. Madam Justice W, Bonme
McKay

Office Of The Hon. Madam Justice G. Ddane
Stewart

Office O The Hon. Mr. Jostice Loren Klein

Office Of The Hon. Madam Justice J. Demise
Liowim= Fohmnsom

Office Of The Hon. Mr. Justice Andrew Forbes
Gramd Enhama {Northern Region)

Office Of The Hon. Madam Justice Jeanine
Weech-Oomez

Office Of The Han. Mr. Justice
Neil Brathwaite

Office Of The Hon. Madam Justice Comille
Darville-Gomez

Office Of The Hon. Madam Justice Simone
Fitzcharles(Acting )

Office Of The Hon. Madam Justice Carla Card-
Htubhbs (Actingy

Office Of The Hon. Madam Justice Ntshonda
Tynes (Acting} Grand Bahama {Northern Eegiom)

Office Of The Registrar

Mrs. Constance &. Delancy

Head Of Department, Court Administration, Civil
Eegistry, Appeals Registry & JLSC Secretariat

Office Of The Deputy Registrar
Miss Stephana L Saunders
Grand Enhama (Morthern Region)

Office Of The Deputy Registrar
Mr. Edmund Von Turner - Criminal Registry

Office Of The Deputy Registrar
Mr. Renaldo Taote - Probate Registry And Acting
Director Of Court Services

Office Of The Deputy Registrar Mrs. Jennifer
Stuart Bastian - Family Registry
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Bizobatn Jahnson, Fredo Famrington, FiEgE 2318 Ricordo
ey {Ailca)

Chirstopher Pennasman, Alyssa Forbas, Gealricka
Hepbwurn, PSgt. 1473 Ricoh Mitchedl (Ade)

Rayja Srrith, Thollyo 'Wirder FfSgh. 2484 Fregrman
Role|aide]

Jaratho MoPhoa, Ga'waun Adderloy, PiSgL 2616
Lerardo Simmans (& kda)

Lowarn Dean, Dole Ebuﬂ'lni.F'.l'Eg.Il:IE-'.‘u Elia Mockay
| &)

Thomos Srard, Yerka Faringtan, PSgL 2650 Jorathan
Adderiey [ &kda)

Donna Burowws, &ntoiratie Barr, P{Sgt Cosshus Evons
| &b

Edvin Johinson, Ehavonna Wilsan F'_|'55|1. 2238 Dugoy
| &)

Srearplin Bodia-Forbes, Justin Cosn, Sgt 3496 Ulysses
Role {Aida)
Eanran Musgrove, F'_|'55|I. 3135 Omar Woodside (Alda)

Erenda Johinson, Crokg Waoloce

Royanna Wllamson, Keashio Strochar, Fabkan Fale

Ricardao Russall, Sophia Clorke, Shonaray Mockay

Moraa Curtis

Andi Maaty

Lovardro Recklay



26

X7

28

29

30

k]|

3z

33

34

a5

36

37

38

39

40

a4l

Office Of The Deputy Registrar
Miss Olivia Blatch
Grand Enhama (Morthern Region)

Office Of The Chief Magistrate And Deputy
Coroner Mrs. Joyann Ferguson-Pratt

Office Of The Deputy Chict Magistrate And
Deputy Coroner Miss Debbye Fergusan
Grand Enhama {Northern Region)

Office Of The Assistant Chief Magistrate
Mrs. Subusola Lawanson-Swain

Office Of The Sendor Magistrate And Deputy
Coroner hrs. Carolyn Vogt-Evans

Office Of Senior Magistrate
Mr. Deremce Rolle-Davis

Office Of Senior Magistrate And Depaty Coroner
Ms. Ancella J. Evans Abaco (Northern Region)

Office Of Senior Magistrate And Acting Coroner
Mrs. Kara TurngoestsDeneais

Office Of Senior Magistrate And Depaty Coraner
Mr. Charlton H. Smith Grand Enhama
{Narthern Regiom)

Office Of 5 & C Magistrate
Mr. Samuel 5. McKinney

Office Of 5§ & C Magistrate Mr. LaQuay Laing
Grand Enhama (Northern Region)

Office Of 5 & © Magistrate
Miss Sandrades Oardiner

Office Of 5 & C Magistrate
Mr. Shaka Serville

Office Of 5 & C Magistrate
Mr. Algernon Alben, Jr.

Office Of 5 & © Magistrate
Miss Kendra Kelly

Office Of 5 & C Magistrate
M= [an-Marie Darville-Miller

Noncy Saundaers, Jule Buchonan, Christoghiar
Thnmpsun.F_l'Egl. 252E Sherbn Hanna [Akde)

Shavonre Grocnc

Kotakeon Lockhort, Morsanique Sorgaent, Solin Butler

Lowvatie Turmeguest, Allkah Rizhards, Duio Parcentie

Ehristen Browwn, sxorko Bortlcdt

Shandara Farbas, Cora Meon, Poul Thompson

Sreazodle Folie, Crusall Motbogo,

Roganne Smith

Deshae Rabinson, Weon Clorke, Wennsd Honna

Cuincy Major
Thesoolo Cochinamaguics, Daktie Wakes, Patrick

Knawvikas

Chormmainae Musgrowa, Sharmyra Shubts, Chaores
Chorltamn
Momverna MoBride, Hyocinth Sands. Francs Campbaell

Tormiko Pannermar, Shionn kartin, Alfresd Munnings

Rickesh Toylor, Eerdl Storr, Tevin Fanmngton,
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52

63
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Office Of 5 & C Magistrate
Miss Simone Browwn
Grand Enhama (Morthern Region)

Office Of 5 & C Magistrate (Acting)
Mr. James L. Mooy

Office Of 5 & C Magistrate (Acting )
Nr. Darrom . Ellis

Office Of The Director Of Services, Supreme
Court

Office Of The Court Administrator, Magistrate
Courts

Office 04 The Finance Officer

Office Of The Accountang
Magistrate Courts

Office OF Human Besguree Manager

Odfice Of Human Resources
Magistrate Conrts

ffice Of The Directaor Of Information,
Commumication And Technology

Office Of The Judicial Legal Services
Commissiomn

Office 04 The Listing Officer

Office O The Jury ARRESTANT

Law Library
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Cadesha Lighthourne

Joootta Sonds, Christina Richords, Mathares] Mackoy

Dasinsa Gibsan, Shoogulls Mk, Wnoent Dorsett

Edwnrnd Gayle, Josan Thampson

Alphanatte Grant, Rolph Ralle, Clawding Cooper

Cloudia Hall, Tarecka Thomipson, Brinnea Donile,
Calasie Rahming, Wesinique Emmanue

Lona Rosebora, &lendra Shanmon, Claudio Clorka,
Arabella falie, Amatie Mackey, Shonishka Dean, Foryka
Waollooe, Breon Woodsida, Antormyo Moss, Tabiktha
Robarts

Annarmas Boaly, Bizobath Togior, Mooy Fily,
Deboraoh Gbson, Shareca Dovis-Pratt, Kirk Moss

Jaraitier Swaeting

Domreeks lsaocs, Kewa Smith, Isreol Bode

Eathsheoba Algraen, Kennise Buroces, Miranoa
Pritchard

Sharmaing Baim Arzhar, OF&wonba Cuetis, Franidyn
Eumiside

Morcia Finder

Joycakm Johnsan, Somontho uttartiad
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65

66

67

68
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Court Reporting Unit

Criminal Registry

Ealiliff Unit

Civil Registry
Supreme Court

Cazhiers
Supreme Court

Civil Registry
Magistrate Coorts

Warrants Section
Magistrate Coorts

Family Registry

Appeals Regisiry

Frohate Regisiry

Office O The Jadicial Besearch Counsels

Dvigitization Unit

Court Security
Supreme Court

Court Security
Magistrate Courts

Judith Clare, RBoyanne Morrison, TabRka Mooy, Hubarn
Cash, Paulla Harry-Redd, Sarah Sounders, Katrina
Segars, Coda Hicolls, Eoren Scovella, Swsan Cossaou,
Fotrice Johnson, &ndraa Johnsan, Lovonng Adderioy,
Kglisha Barnister, Swokara Cash, Shakaro Enorsdes,
Tonika Calebrocke, Takasho ingraham, Targa Adderiey,
Derncko Burraws, Cahkam Jahnson, Dandro Rooinson,
Krista Stubbs, Derma Willams (58], Samanstha Eain,
Medisso Brown, Mathaloe Edgecomibe [SE), Derrniqua
Srnith, &ithea Miler, Augusta Johrson, Hacmi Toylar

Kaopana Evans, Debro SRtans, S2orshagma Smibh,
Crystol Russal, Chagqual Cooper

Goorga Famondar, Brian Hansay, Peter Clake, Waltar
Wikinson, Godiray Willa, Bvis Rolla, Darcy Cow, Gary
Breninen, Fandalph burinos

Esthiosr Finder, Ehermon Carmpbell, Lorenizo Mikan, Zorah
KMeanzs, Urandrio Tayiar, inocio Ward, Shermar RMaojor,
Dereel Lightbounne, Asio Burnoes

Eionca Waolkes, Makia Dean

Kergsirng Cochinamogulas, Betty Bosbwick, Eridgotta
Fargusan, Brittary Knowles, Kar Romsay, Elairag
Cakbrooke, Shoniqua Swaeting

Allca Fallie, Lingko Carter, Raywen Loyd, Mogan
Jahinson

Katie Mackey, Jocara Ernith, Markah Tatbo, Potrck
Wiliorms, Brthnay Higgs

Ingrid Hurt

Lovetta Maycook, Dasroe Robinson, Kedsha Fargusan,
Hicole Fergusan, Erinigue Ralle, Shamaine Lapaz

Rosanine Sweatireg, Indy Hunbar, Kevin Armibeistor, Lasloy
Eroasm, Alieiro Biartin, Alceondrnia Mawtan, Adranna

Bl o1, Lasley Broam, Wiotana korns, Ezranda Eodie,
Anra Moss, Jonel kahnson, Roseon Longlay

Groce Bastwick

Lercy Saundars, Sdnay Campbal, Andrew Armibrister,
Fetor Rolle, Andrew Rodgers, Cynnattha Miler, Roy
Bumroeas

Edcan Zoricka, Korvin Sodinay
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Custodial Services
o 13 Supreme Court
7 - Custodial Services
Magistrate Coorts
T2 30 Gramnd Bahama (Rortlern Region)

o HR ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR 2022

JUDICIAL

New Appointments B
DE]:]D;"IJ‘I.EI‘IIEI 1
Transfers

Confirmation in

Appointments 0
Reclassifications 1
Promotions 5
Retirees 1
Deaths 1]
In-Service 1]
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Caciio Dors, Sandra Lightbawrra, Shallamas Broen,
Donico Munghy,. Shantiesh Bbchal, Branisho kMoway,
Capasha Wiight, Clivia Brmith, Javia Gibson, Theresa
Waolloce, Shamdo MoKonzie, Canno Cavaouy, Ashilay
Patton

Tonoka Cookhey, Corodyn Loper, Moralisa Fargusan,
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o PUBLIC SERVICE WEEK 2022

On the week of 318t October to 4th November, 2022, The Bahamas Public Service Week under
the theme “The Public Service: Honouring the Past, Enhancing the Present and Shaping
the Future” was captured as one of the most exciting events within the Public Service.

The following officers within the Office of the Judiciary
gerved on the Public Service Committee:

s Kevo Smith (Choirmarn) + Edwin Johnson

» Sarah Meeres = Brithney Higgs

s Brinnea Nabhbie + Nolan Scavella

s Cecelia Dovis = Claudina Cooper
» Javon Rahming = Elvis Rolle

» Mariah Toatea

o PSCHRD COURSES

Writing Correspondences within the Public Service was a course offered by PSCHRD on 26th
and 27th September, 2022, to specially to prepare those who would be eligible for the next
Assessment. The following are the Officers who were chosen and successfully completed the
two-day Course:

s Marinda Pritchard
» Kesha Ferguson

o Marva Curtis

» Freda Farrington

s Deborah Gibson

s Randy Forbes

= Monigue Rolle

s Sharece Davis
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1.2 OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY REGISTRAR

(NORTHERN REGION)

Deputy Registrar Stephana J. Saunders

The Office of the Judiciary (Northern Region) administers all judicial matters in the islands of
Grand Bahama, The Abacos and Bimini.

In Grand Bahama, the offices are located in the Garnet Levarity Justice Centre, Downtown
Freeport. There are two Supreme Courts and four Magistrate Courts in Freeport. The Eight
Mile Rock Magistrate Court has been temporarily relocated to Freeport pending the
completion of the new Government Complex in Pine Dale, Eight Mile Rock. The Supreme
Courts are presided over by two resident Judges. The Magistrate Courts are presided over by
a Deputy Chief Magistrate and three Stipendiary and Circuit Magistrates.

The Deputy Registrar is responsible for the overall administration of the Office of the
Judiciary in the Northern Region and oversees the daily operations of the Courts, assisted in
the performance of her administrative duties by a team of supervizors. These officers are Mr.
Ricardo A. Bussell, Administrative Officer, Mrs. Charmaine Fernander, Ms. Zenobia Duncombe,
Aszistant Accountant, and Ms. Clara Johnson, Executive Officer.

The months of November and December of 2021 saw the Office of the Judiciary (Northern
Region) continuing to adhere to the Covid 19 protocols mandated by the former Honourable
Chief Justice Sir Brian Moree to keep ourselves and the general public safe. Protocols such as
the mandatory wearing of masks for the staff and the general public and ensuring that those
entering the Garnet Levarity Justice Centre (limited) sanitized their hands and the taking of
temperatures were enforced. In January 2022, as like the previous year, the traditional pomp
and pageantry of the Opening of the Supreme Court Ceramonies in New Providence had to be
transformed to remain compliant with the Covid 19 Emergency Protocols maintained by the
Government of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas. By the same tolien the Church Service to
mark the opening of the Supreme Court usually held in Grand Bahama after the ceremonies in
Maszan was cancelled. Supreme Court Judicial Officers, The Honourable Madam Senior
Justice Estelle Grayv-Evans, The Honourable Madam Justice Petra Hanna-Adderley and The
Honourable Mr. Justice Andrew Forbes, attended the ceremonies in Mew Providence in
pers0nn.

The Annual Staff contest was announced for the theme of the year 2022, The winner, Mrs.
Mildred Thompson was successful with the theme “Be an Agent for Justice™

In May, we welcomed Mr. Drazen Komarica, Consultant with the IDB. His visit was to view and
asgess the way forward in the digitization of the records for the Northern Region. A tour of
the Records and Archiving Management (RAM) facility where the bullt of the files are lept
post Hurricane Dorian gave a bird’s eye view of the dire need for our records to be digitized.
The proposed Eight Mile Rock Magistrate Court was also viewed on the short and productive
visit.
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In June, in an effort to ensure the continuing advancement of the efficiency with which the
Judiciary metes justice, Consultants with National Centre for State Courts NSCS, Ken Cook
and Gillian Lawrence wvisited our shores to conduct hands on training with the Digital
Recording System. All who would be involved in the use of the system participated in training
from Judges, Deputy Registrar, Stipendiary and Circuit Magistrates, Court Reporters and
Clerls. It was a most productive two days of learning.

Later in June, Mr. Keaton Staclks, Technician with FTE and Mrs. Keva Smith, Metworlk
Manager with the Office of the Judiciary visited to ensure the smooth operation of the digital
recording devices within the Courts.

The proposed Magistrate Court in Eight Mile Rock is nearing completion and it is projected
that in 2023 its opening will alleviate the need for the people of the Western end of Grand
Bahamas to come to the Magistrate Courts in Freeport and will have closer access to justice in
their district.

We zaid farewell to Ms. Deborah Clarke-Forbes, Janitress and Mr. Ulysses Curry, Marshall who
retired. We thank them for their valuable service to the Office of the Judiciary, Morthern
Region and wish them both the very best in their retirement.

In July, we welcomed new Staff Members to assist with the administration of justice in the
Northern Region. The following officers reported for duty:-

1 Mrs. Charmaine Fernander, Chief Executive Officer deployed from the Road Traffic
Department

2  Ms. Pherne Sands, Marshall

8 Mr. Craig Wallace, Marshali

4  Miss Audliah Nortelus, Clerk

5  Mrs. Rocgual Carey-Brown, Janitress

6  Miss Bienka Farrington, Clerk deployed from Registrar General’s Department;

T Mr. Kobe Lioyd, GSW deployed from the Public Hospitals Authority;

8 Ms, Gloria Pratt, Sanitizer deployed from Parliomentary Registration Department

9  Mr. Lashad Roberts, Sanitizer deployed from Parliamentary Registration Department

10 Miss Aaliyah Edgecombe, Sanitizer deployed from Parliamentary Registration
Department
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As with the ebb of the tide, it comes in and out, the following officers were deployed:

1 Ms Tamesha Pyfrom-Munroe, Senior Executive Officer to the Ministry of Education;
2  Mrs. Laverne Dean, Chief Executive Office to the Ministry of Education;
3 Ms. Charlene Garvey, Telephonist to the Office of the Prime Minister

4 Ms. Quincy Major, GEW to the Office of the Prime Minister

We wish them the very best in their future endeavours.

In Aupgust, we welcomed a new Deputy Registrar, Miss Olivia M. Blatch to our family in the
Northern Region. Miss Blatch brings a wealth of experience having worked in the Office of the
Attorney General as a prosecutor, at the Office of the Prime Minister and most recently,
Registrar General's Office. We hope that her tenure will be a fruitful and fulfilling one.

On 7th September, 2022, the Northern Region of the Office of the Judiciary welcomed our new
Chief .Justice, The Honourable Ian Winder along with Mrs. Constance Delancy, Registrar of
the Supreme Court and Mrs. Annamae Meely, Director of Human Resources. The Chief Justice
met with all Staff of the Northern Region to impart hiz vision and to hear pressing concerns.
The party also toured the proposed Eight Mile Rock Magistrate Court and RAM facility to
familiarize themselves with the progress in the Northern Region.

Also during the month of September, we welcomed The Honourable Acting Justice
Mademaoiselle Ntshonda Tynes who will act for the period from 20th September, 2022 to 31st
January, 2023.

The Bahamas Bar Association held a training seminar in Supreme Court Number 1 on the 15th
October, 2022, Madame Deputy Registrar Stephana J. Saunders presented on the topic of
Costs from the Registrar's Perspective. The information was well received from those
members who attended.

We strive to serve the citizens of the Northern Region to the best of our abilities in 2022 and
look forward to the implementation of the reforms to modernize the Court svstem in the
Northern Region in order to better discharge our constitutional role as the third branch of
Government

The Deputy Registrar in addition to being administrator also exercises a judicial function by
hearing and determining matters.
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P Listed Below Are Statistics For Matters Heard By The Deputy Registrars
(Northern Region) During The Period Of November 2021 - October, 2022.

MATTERS SCHEMILET MATTERS DETERMINETD RO AFFEARANCE TAKEN OUT OF THE LI5T MATTEERS ADJIURNET

153 | 0 10 T2

o THE SUPREME COURT REGISTRY

Unlike New Providence, where the Registries of the Supreme Court are separated and
supervised by differant Deputy Registrars, all Registries of the Supreme Court are located at
the Garnet Levarity Justice Centre and overseen by the Deputy Registrar (Northern Region)
with staff members performing different functions. There are now two Deputy Registrars in
the Supreme Court Registry who are assisted by Mr. Ricardo Russell, Administrative Officer.
Staff members include Miss Sophia Clarke, Assistant to the Deputy Registrar Saunders and
Probate Clerls, Mrs. Rachel Johnson, Assistant to Deputy Registrar Blatch, Alicia Andrews,
Civil; Mildred Thompson, Family; Eugenia Johnson and Aundliah Nortelus, Cashiers. These
Officers also perform the work of the Criminal Registry and process and file bail applications.

P The Statistics For The Applications And Matters Filed Under The Saild
Divisions From November 2021 - October, 2022 Are Set Below:

CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL DIVISION (CLE)

COMMON LAW & EQUITY COMMERCIAL PUBLIC LAW QUIETING TITLES ADMIRALTY
205 3 3 3 3
FAMILY DIVISION (DIV)
H¥ORCE ATOPTIHN GUARDILAN-SHIF MENTAL HEALTH
Applications: 150 16 ] 1

Decres Nisk: 105 =

Decree Absolute: 134 =

PROBATE DIVISION (PRO)
NEW AFPLICATINENS HECEIVED GFHANTS 155UER
134 108
EALL AFFLH-ATHINSG EAIL VALATHIN
1B A
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OFFICE OF THE MAGISTRACY

5.1 OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MAGISTRATE

= OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF MAGISTRATE
{ (NORTHERN REGION)

5.3 REPORT ON THE ABACO MAGISTRATE'S COURT




5.1 OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MAGISTRATE

Chief Magistrate Joyann Ferguson-Pratt

It is my pleasure to present the Magistrates Courts of the Bahoamaos
annudal report. These Courts continue to provide access to an effective
and efficient Justice system at the summoary level.

Lost year ot this time, I reflected with humility and pride on the
mcgriitude of work engaged by the Magistrates Courts in the face of the
Covid-19 pandemic. This year, despite some challenges the magisterial
tecm continues to fulfill its mandate. The annual statistical data of all
micgistrates in each division: Criminal, Civil, Family, Juvenile, Traffic,
and Immigration will follow my report and speaks to the voluminous
calendar in the Magistrates Court together with the relentless work and
competence of my colleagues.

The greatest majority of Crimincl cases hoave their genesis in the
Muagistrates Courts. Accordingly with any spike of Criminal activity in
our country at all levels, it is a reasonable conclusion that the rate of
these matters which come in our courts are exponentially greater than
they dare being completed. Additionally, the nature of criminal cases at
the summary level are raising more complex legal issues at trial and
requiring more time to adjudicate. The reality is that we probably need
more Courts on the Criminal side to aggressively tackle matters laid
before the Court.

Similarly, the growing volume of civil litigation is a matter that may
reguire an increase of Magistrates on the civil side. It will also be
necessary to contemplate an increase in the right fit of personnel to
properly support the judicial officer. A comprehensive audit is
necessary to determine the exact number of active files on both the
civil/ecriminal divisions as at the moment this number is elusive. This in
my view is a top priority moving forward.
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} DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION IN THE MAGISTRATES COURT

The implementation of technology has become a necessary subject in today's world.
Likewise, in order to produce optimal efficiency and functionality within the Magistrates
Court these platforms must be embraced. Below is a brief synopsis related to several of the
technological programs:-

} COURT AUTOMATED PAYMENT SYSTEM (CAPS)

My last year's report introduced the Court Automated Payment System in the Magistrates
Court. It iz a tool available for parties before the family court, who either make or collect
payments. Such persons have the ability to benefit in real time with direct deposits or
withdrawals. Usage of the system has not been appealing to as many users as anticipated. The
full implementation of CAPS will allow the public to have a more timely delivery of court
ordered payments. Moving forward more public education is necessary to break the back of
apprehension with the new technology.

} BAIL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Regrettably, the new software module dealing with bail applications issuing biometric
fingerprint data iz not yet implemented in the Magistrates Court. Magistrates are fully
engaged in numerous bail applications however this presently is done manually on paper
files. I fully support the implementation of the Bail Management System in the Magistrates
Court. I am confident that it will facilitate a modern and efficient delivery of a vital service.

} DIGITAL RECORDING SYSTEM

At present there i no stenographer assigned to the Magistrates Court. Accordingly, the
relanunch of the Digital recording system in the Magistrates Court is a welcomed strategic tool
to ensure the reduction in the disposition cycle for trials. Owver the years, engaging in
longhand note taking during a trial has been a painstaking exercise. Additionally, a fully
functional digital recording system will assist in the delivery of more timely records
necezsary for the appellate process.

Although the Digital recording system has not reached perfection, it is much improved and
we look forward to its full implementation particularly as it relates to the voice to text
feature. Further, priority must be given in ensuring that all Courts inclusive of family island
courts (as we are an archipelagic nation) are property outfitted as soon as possible.
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4 CONCLUSION

The Magistrates and court staff have continued to work very hard to bring the Courts back
to pre-pandemic performance levels during this reporting period. I am extremely proud of
the Magisterial team shouldering this massive workload. During last year’s report, I
advocated that Magistrates be given the same respect and regard as other fudicial officers,
as well as comparable remuneration packages commensurate with the depth of vital work
they are charged to perform. I have recently engaged Chief Justice Winder of this grave
oversight and I am optimistic that some tangible and very substantial result will manifest
before the next reporting period.

I also acknowledge and thank Family Island Administrators for their collective efforts in
managing their respective Districts until a Circuit Magistrate is able to be in place. I have
been in preliminary discussions with Chief Justice Winder to revisit the extent to which
administrators who by virtue of their remit are ex officio Magistrates may be more utilized
in the judicial process. In this regard, I have commenced refresher training in confunction
with the Department of Local Government. To date six (6) administrators in Eleuthera and
Exuma hove been the beneficiaries of this initiative which is ultimately intended for all
administrators.

I acknowledge and thank Mrs. Alphanette Grant, Court Administrator for the Magistrate
Court, and her hardworking team for their dedication and tireless efforts in all non-judicial
operations. Their collective contribution is invaluable and has allowed me to be more
focused on my judicial remit.

Special thanks to the staff of the Chief Magistrates Office who has so capably provided high
guality support over the years. It would be remiss if I did not single out Mrs. Nancy Saunders
who has worked in the Magistrates Court for the past thirty years, and served as my clerk
for the past eleven years. Her patience, persistence, professionalism, keen sense of duty,
and unguestionable integrity (s greatly applauded. This example should be a blueprint for
others to emtlate.

As the New Year begins and we turn to the tasks before us, I encourage my judicial
colleagues to continue their efforts and do our best to maintain the public's trust and
confidence in the Magistracy. As Magistrates we should reflect on our duty to judge without
fear or foavor, deciding each matter with humility, integrity, and dispatch. As court
personnel, I encourage each of you to discharge your duties with excellence and dedication
to the public we serve. As we exit a challenging yvear, looking ahead to 2023 and beyond, our
achievements of the past year are testament to the resilience of our body. I am privileged to
be in a position to lead you and thank yvou for your continued excellence.
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F MAGISTRATE COURTS STATSTICS (NEW PROVIDENCE DISTRICT)

MAGISTRATE COURTS NEW PROVIDENCE DISTRICT (Amended)
(13 Magistrate Courts)
Casas file st Movember 2020 to 3ist Octobear 2021

p— L L T B R T
Bound Orver To Keep The Peace 11 IS8 2 353 1 17
Ciwvil 66 3702 & 3164 15 5217
Crimminal B30 4058 160 3194 166 G963
Famdly 20 E1R 8 GESR ] |
Immrigration 20 144 1] 1Z0 1] 41
Juvenile 135 &3 5 136 3 T
Watioeal Insarance Board 3 108 0 9 ] Fi¥]
Traftic 043 a4 1] 5054 1] ik
TOTAL 12319 20014 183 13743 185 19550

MAGISTRATE COURTS NEW PROVIDENCE DISTRICT
(13 Magistrate Courts)
Casas file 1st Movember 2021 to 315t October 2022

CATEGORY wovenmsmam | MOWOMES | Tsermem | SOCRED T ocToum e
Bound Orver To Keep The Peace 17 170 ] 114 i [T
Ciwil R217 615 i | 3387 n 5ATH
Criminal 963 3134 115 1976 154 iy
Family 361 36 1} Bag 13 401
Immigration 41 ERE 0 206 ] 33
Juvenile 74 a5 1] 102 1] L]
¥atioeal Insarance Board B’ 198 ] 4 1] 211
Traftic BRI 102240 0 5025 1 13147
TOTAL 12319 20014 183 12743 185 19558
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF MAGISTRATE

(NORTHERN REGION)

Deputy Chief Magistrate Debbye Ferguson

The northern region consists of the Abaco Magistrate Court, with Senior Magistrate Ancella
Evans presiding; Magistrate Court #1, Freeport Deputy Chief Magistrate Debbye L. Ferguson
presiding; Magistrate Court #2 Freeport and the Bimini District Court/ Senior Magistrate
Charlton Smith presiding; Magistrate Court #3 Freeport Stipendiary & Circuit Magistrate
LaQuay Laing presiding and Magistrate Court #4 and the Eight Mile Rock District Court/
Stipendiary & Circuit Magistrate Simone Brown presiding.

We in the north extend our welcome to the new Chief Justice the Honorable Mr. Ian Winder/
we give thanks to God for having successfully navigated through another hurricane
(hurricane Nicole) for a noticeable decline in the spread and deaths due to the Covid viras, for
the lifting of some of the Covid restrictions, and for the end of a successful legal year and the
beginning of a new one in 2023.

As we in the north continue to recover and rebuild/ all of the Magistrate Courts began trials
as of March 2021 after some delay. Many of us faced the challenge of finding our “*customers”
because many of them made the choice to move off island or out of the jurisdiction for
employment. All of the Magistrates pursued those who were available so as to bring their
respective outstanding matters to an end. The amendment to the Evidence Act became a
useful tool and providing assistance with the hearing of the evidence of persons not within
the jurisdiction and brought closure to a number of outstanding cases.

There was a noticeable increase in applications to the courts in Grand Bahama when persons
sought the assistance to have payments due in rent and child support {arrears) enforced. The
lack of resources in some instances contributed to an increase in warrants and offenders. In
an attempt to relocate for employment many offenders found themselves before the courts
thereby reducing the outstanding bench warrants in the system. Magistrates were faced with
the issue of the unemployment of many and the need to have the issue of arrears addressed
and resolved.

In October 2021, zome thirteen coroner’s cases were submitted to the courts. Ten (10) of them
involved persons missing from the East End district after the passage of hurricane Dorian in
September of 2019 to date seven of them have been complete.

There was also a noticeable increase in immigration cases with persons coming from Cuba,
China, the Dominican Republic, Haiti and the Philippines being deported baclk to their
homeland.

As the Magistrates in the northern Bahamas as we continue to obhserve the existing protocols
for the safety and protection of all citizens we shall continue to ensure justice and no
unnecessary delay for all concerned.
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REPORT ON THE ABACO MAGISTRATE’S COURT

Senior Magistrate Ancella J. Evans

The year 2022 has indeed been a vear of change, transition and renewed focus for the Abaco
Muagistrate’s Court. We are eternally groateful thoar this vear we were spared the ravages of
another noatural disaster. The Marsh Harbour Magistate's Court remains a fully function
court which adjudicates upon civil, domestic, traffic, immigration, coroner’s and criminal
mtters.

o MODERNIZATION OF THE COURT

There have been several measures implemented to modernize the courts this year. These have
included the installation of plexi-glass barriers and training the staff on the use of digital
recording system. In June of this year, Mr. Keaton Stacks of FTR along with Mrs. Keva Smith
visited the Marsh Harbour Magistrate's Court and conducted an on-site assessment of the
digital recording system. Additionally, Mrs. Keva Smith seized the opportunity to conduct a
training session with staff on the digital recording system.

o COURT MARSHALL - MR. PAUL JOHNSON

We were also pleased to welcome Mr. Paul Johnson as our
new court marshall. Mr. Johnson's passion for law
enforcement and love for working in a legal environment
made his transition to the Marsh Harbour Magistrate's Court
a very smooth one. Mr. Johnson has been a welcome
addition to our staff complement and we wish him
continued success in his new role as the court marshall.

The staff of the Marsh Harbour Magistrate’s Court, Miss
Shandira Forbes, Mrs. Carla Nixon, and Mr. Paul Johnson
continue to work diligently despite the myriad of challenges
that we have faced with the building’s infrastructure.

These challenges include mold, air-conditioning and plumbing issues resulting in frequent
flooding. We have been assured by the Maintenance Department of the Government Complex
that these problems are being addressed. Additionally, Mrs. Kendra Smith of the
Administrator's Office in Cooper's Town must be commended for her diligent service in her
role as court clerk in Cooper’s Town. We thank Administrator Leonard Dames for parmitting
Mrs. Smith to continue to assist the Magistrate's Court in Coopers' Town.
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The Juvenile Panel and the Department of Social Services must also be commended for their
efforts. The Department of Social Services continues to assist the court by completing Social
History Reports within a timely manner. In this regard, Mrs. Toneill Cornish, Officer-in-
charge of the Department of Social Services (Abaco) and her team of social workers and case
workers must be commended.

- Sansor Magistrate Evans, Members of the Juvenile Panel, Stadl of Depl. of Social Services and Sudents of
Agape Christian School

Members of the Juvenile Panel and staff of the Department of Social Services also visited
Agape Christian School on April 26th and May 3rd, 2022, respectively, where Senior Magistrate
Ancella Evans gave a presentation on bullying to high school and primary school students.
The topics included “Cyber Bullying”, “the Worlkk of the Juvenile Fanel®, “Legal Consequences
of Bullying” and “How to Frotect Yourself from Being Bullied”. The presentations were well-
received by the faculty and students.

o BAHAMAS CRISIS CENTER

On May 11, 2022, Dr. Sandra Patterson and her team from The Bahamas Crisis Center also paid
a courtesy call on the court.

Sensar Mogistinate Evans and Dr. Sandra
Decan Patterson dlong with her Tearm iroms
Bahamoas Crisis Cantre

JUDICIARY THE BAHAMAS

105 e
Bahwdrmas Judiciary Annual Report 2022




o METRO SECURITY

MMr. Orion Bethel and the team of Metro Security also paid a courtesy call on the Marsh
Harbour Magistrate's Court. Mr. Bethel gave a thorough presentation on the electronical
monitoring devices. Also in attendance were Administrator Keffieanne Ferguson and members
of the REoval Bahamas Police Force and the Department of Customs.

Sansor Magistrate Evans and Family i=land Administralor Keflieanne Ferguson with representatives irorm
Depl of Customs, Royal Baharmas Palice Force and leam from Meiro Sacurity

vV CONCLUSION

In retrospect the year 2022 has undoubtedly been a year of change, transition
and growth - three essential components of survival. The changes have
empowered us to move forward with grace, determination and acuity. We look
forward to a new and exciting legal year in 2023.
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F MAGISTRATE COURTS STATISCTICS (NORTHERN REGION)

MAGISTRATE COURTS NORTHERN REGION (Amended)
(Abaco, Bimini and Grand Bahama Magistrate Courts)
Caseas file 1st Novembser 2020 to 3lst October 2021

CAHES AT B5T

CATEGORY BHIVEMBER 300
Bound Over To Keep The Peace 35
Ciwl 39
Criminal T1E3
Family 143
Immigration 8
Javenile 185
Wakiomed Insarance Board i
Traftic 31
TOTAL FiTé

MAGISTRATE COURTS NORTHERN REGION
(Abaco, Bimini, Eight-Mile Rock and Freeport)
Casas file 1st November 2021 to st October 2022

LAHES AT BFT

CATEGORY BHIVEMBER 3371
Bound Ower To Keep The Peace 36
Ciwil &1
Criminal i k]
Famaly 111
Immigration 1
Javenile 105
Wakiomal Insaramce Board o6
Traftic 1048
TOTAL 4010
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6.1 THE BAHAMAS JUDICIAL EDUCATION INSTITUTE

The Hon. Madam Justice Camille Darville-Gomez (ACTING CHAIEPERSON OF BJEI

o THE OPENING OF THE BJEI TRAINING CENTRE

In our last Annual Report, the completion of The Bahamas Judicial Education Institute
(“BJEI") Training Centre was touted as the crowning achievement for 2021. Therefore, the
cutting of the ribbon and the official opening of the Training Centre which took place on June
24, 2022 can only be regarded as the installation of another jewel in the crown. The Training
Centre is located on the ground floor of Charlotte House, Shirley Street, Nassan. The BJEI was
established to fulfil the increasing need for education and training of judicial officers and the
staff of the judiciary so as to enhance the delivery of justice in the Bahamas. The Institute is
mandated to provide structured, judiciary specific programs throughout the course of the
legal year for the judiciary.

In 2020, the Judiciary acquired the space on the ground floor of Charlotte House and for
approximately, two years renovated and furnished the space to ensure that it had the
capacity to host in-person and virtual training sessions. The Centre's close proximity to the
majority of the Court buildings makes it ideal. The Judiciary was able to achieve this through
the assistance of a loan from the Inter-American Development Bank and executed through
the Ministry of National Security via the Citizens Security for Justice Programme (CS5JP).

In attendance at the opening were: then Chief Justice Sir Brian M. Moree, Kt. KC, then
Chairman of the BJEI, the Honourable Chief Justice Ian R. Winder, Minister of National
Security, Mr. Wayne Munroe, KC, Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs Senator the
Hor. Ryan Pinder, KC, President of The BEahamas Bar Association, Mr. Khalil Parler KC and
CS5JFP Froject Manager, Dr. Dorcas Cox. Also in attendance were Justices, Registrars, members
of the Citizens Security for Justice and Program and delegates from the United States
Embassy.

M Cherl Dandaife, Perrmormest
Secrafory, Minisiry of Mationo
Security, The Han Waoyne
Muvvos, KC, Minister of Mationo
Security, The Hor Sir Bricm M,
Mavea KE: KE, Tormer Chigl
Justice, The Mon. Shéel Justice
fan & Winoey, The Mo L Byon
Pincley, KT, Artarney Ganans &
Mivstey for Legad Affoirs ond’ M.
Khalll Parier, KC, Precident of Tha
Bahavsas Bar
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The Honourable Chief Justice Mr. Ian R. Winder delivered the opening address and explained
that venues to host training in the past were not ideal, however, the new facility is equipped
with modern furniture, plug and play devices, laptops, state-of-the-art audio/visual
equipment and modern kitchen

facilities to accommodate catering requirements. He also expressed gratitude to the former
Chief Justice for making the facility a top priority and the Attorney General and Minister of
National Security for the role they played in making the Centre a reality.

The specially designed Training Centre boasts a large theatre styled room which can
accommodate up to 48 participants as well as a conference room that can seat 30 participants,
two smaller conference rooms which can be used as “breakout rooms", a Kitchen and an office
for the Administrator. Additionally, there are five &0 inch televisions which can facilitate
virtual training sessions.

The completion of the Training Centre is a crowning accomplishment for the Judiciary and
the timing of its opening could not have been better. The Judiciary is currently engaged in
upgrading its technology platform which includes the acquisition of a Bail Management
system in the Magistrates and Supreme Court, the digitization of the courts’ files, and a re-
launch of the voice recording in the criminal courts with expansion into the civil courts and
the Magistrates Court. Additionally, the introduction of the new Civil Procedure Rules, 2022
will require training for the judicial officers, staff and members of the Bar. Tharefore, the
Training Centre will bode well for the conduct of such training.

The BJEI remains grateful to those that continue to extend their programs to our judicial
officers including, but not limited to, the Caribbean Judicial Officers Organization (CAJO), the
Mational Centre for State Courts (NCSC) and others.
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SIGNING OF A MEMORANDUM BETWEEN THE BJEI AND THE
UNIVERSITY OF THE BAHAMAS

On July 21, 2022, the former Chief Justice, Sir Brian M. Moree, Kt. KC signed a Memorandum of
Understanding on behalf of The Bahamas Judicial Education Institute (BJEI) with the
University of The Bahamas (UB) for a period of two vears with an option to renew with the
consent of both parties.

UNIVERSITY

OF THE BAHAMAS

The Hor Sir Briave M Mares, KIY KC, fanmer Ciwed Justics, Wee. Alvean Maynard Gibaon, KC, Chair of UE Soond’ af

I The Hon Modarm Jusiice Canmife Donalle=Somes, s Constonee 4. Deloncy, Registnoy of the Suphems Col,
Trustess, Or. Rodney Smith, foarmer fresichen! of UE and Dr. Erik Rofiond, President of Ug

The historic MOU provides for UB to work directly with the BJEI to provide professional
development for judicial officers and staff and for the conduct of research to enhance the
administration of justice. Additionally, Mrs. Allyson Maynard Gibson, KC, Chair of the UB
Board of Trustees highlighted the access to justice aspects of the MOU and the former Chief
Justice achoed this sentiment. He said that the “administration of justice is a collaborative
exercise involving all stakeholders and it i important for the judiciary to establish
relationships with suitable institutions within our country to enhance the work of the courts
and increase access to justice for all persons”. The agreement is the first of its kind between
the judiciary of The Bahamas and a learning institution. This agreement further provides
avenues to increase dialogue with the public on civic responsibility and create a better
nnderstanding of various issues from access to justice and human rights to sexual offences.
The Registrar of the Supreme Court, Mrs. Constance Delancy signed the MOU on behalf of the
B.JEI and President of UB Dr. Rodney D. Smith signed on behalf of UB.
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o THE TRAINING INITIATIVES FOR 2022

Due to the myriad of challenges brought on by the COVID 19 pandemic and the recent surge of
cases worldwide in light of the Omicron variant, the training program remained primarily
virtual in the first quarter of 2022. Therefore, the program for the year was modest and not as
robust as we would have foreshadowed. The last in-person training day was held in January
2020. However, we have benefitted from the smorgasbord of virtual training proffered from
our judicial education institutes in the region and elsewhaere.

The Mational Center for State Courts and the International Narcotics and Law Enforcement
continue to host a monthly series entitled Judicial KIT on relevant topics affecting the
judiciary.

} ANNUAL JUDICIAL OFFICERS TRAINING - JANUARY 11, 2022 (VIRTUAL)

The BJEI kicked off its training program with its annual training day held the day before the
opening of the legal year.

This year’s topics included: (1) updates in trust litigation; (2) an introduction to the Integrated
Case Management System; (3) Criminal Case Management; (4) Digital Court Reporting
software called For the Record; and (5) aAn overview and Refresher on applications to the
Supreme Court under the Trustee Act.

} JUDICIAL RESILIENCE AND WELLNESS FEBRUARY 24, 2022 (VIRTUAL)

The National Center for State Courts hosted a training for the Judiciary on this most timely
topic which roze to prominence more recently due to the izolation and trauma caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic. The session was an interactive one and was well attended by judicial
officers.

} CRIMINAL JUDGES TRAINING AFRIL 28, 2022 (IN-PERSON)

The judges in the Criminal division held a retreat in which relevant topics were discussed
including witness anonymity, an update on the bail management system and issues which
create delay in criminal trials.

THE CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES TRAINING SESSIONS FEBRUARY — JUNE, 2022
(virRTUAL)

The BJEI hosted along with the Caribbean Association of Judicial Officers a series of training
sessions geared towards introducing the members of the Judiciary and members of the Bar
Aszociation to the new Civil Procedure REules, 2022, Some of the members of the Rules
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Committee including the Chief Justice, Justices of the Supreme Court and members of the
Bar Association were presenters. All of the sessions were recorded and uploaded to the
Judiciary website for future reference.

NEW STAFF ORIENTATION TRAINING — JULY 18, 2022 — JULY 19, 2022 (IN-
PERSON)

The judges in the Criminal division held a retreat in which relevant topics were discussed
including witness anonymity, an update on the bail management system and issues which
create delay in criminal trials.

The Hor Cived
Jusfice fon R Winder
agdressing new stoff
at Cwieydalion
Sesgian

b NEW JUDGES INDUCTION TRAINING — SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 (IN-PERSON)

The BJEI hosted an inaugural training session geared specifically towards judges who had
been sworn in within the last twelve months. Topics included case management for civil and
criminal trials, the role of the judicial research counsel and the impact of integrity,
competency, efficiency and effectiveness on public trust and confidence in the judiciary.

b JUDICIAL WELLNESS — NOVEMBER 21, 2022 (IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL)

Dr. Joseph Sadek is a psychiatrist and has been a frequent zpeaker at the Caribbean
Association of Judicial Officers (CAJO) conferences on judicial wellness. He was visiting The
Bahamas and conducted a session at the BJEI Training Institute for all judicial officers and
judicial research counsel in the Magistrates Court, Supreme Court and Court of Appeal. It was
a hybrid session with some judicial officers participating in person and others, virtually.

JUDICIARY THE BAHAMAS
Bahwdrmas Judiciary Annual Report 2022



6.2 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES

o CARICOM HEADS OF JUDICIARY CONFERENCE

The Hon. Chief Justice Ian R Winder attended the two-day biennial CARICOM Heads of
Judiciary Conference which was held at the Ritz Carton, Grand Cayman, 28 and 29 July, 2022.
The Conference was hosted by Hon. Sir Antony Smellie, KCMG, KC, Chief Justice of the
Cayman Islands under the theme “Administering Justice by Use of Information Technology:
Building on COVID-19 Experiences”

l, g
N

-~
r —

Frasicant Adrian Soundecs, Caribbean Court of Justics; fustice Michalls drang Acting. OJ Baline Juslice
Hovinder Hargun, CJ Barmuds, Sir Pofterson Cheltenhom, CJ Barbodos, S Aoy Smedie. OJ Conaman
iElanas, Justice Vonadfte Cwmmings-Edwands, Aching Chancalar of ihe High Court of Gupomd MISHce o
Winder, &J Bahoas; Justice Mobel Agyamarng, OJ Turks and Codcds (sfands; Justice hor Anchis, O Trinidod
and Tobago, ond Justice Brisan Sykes, CJ
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o CARIBBEAN ASSOCIATION OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS (CAJQ)
BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 2022

Depuly Registrar Stephanc L Saurders, Hon Madam Justice Camille Darville- Gomes, Registar Constance
Deloncy, Hon Madam Justice W Renoe Mokoy, Hon Chiel Justice lan Winder, Hon Mi. Servor Jushice Turmer
and Semar Magistrate Sharfton St

The Tth Biennial Caribbean Association of Judicial Officers (CAJD) Conference was held in
perzon at the Castries on the beautiful island of St. Lucia 27 - 20 October, 2022, The theme of
the theme of Conference “The Caribbean Judiciary in a Changing World"

The Bahamas Judiciary delegation was headed by the Honourable Chief Justice Ian R. Winder
along with The Hon. Senior Bernard Turner, The Hon. W. Renae McKay, The Hon. Madam
Justice Camille Darville-Gomez (Bahamas CAJO representative), Registrar Constance
Delancy, Deputy Registrar Stephana .J. Saunders, Senior Magistrate Charlton H. Smith.

The Hon. Dame Janice Pereira, DBEE, LL.D, Chief Justice, ECEC. Hosted a welcome reception
with a taste of 5t. Lucian culture. Delegates wera also treated to a Cocktail reception hosted
at the Government House overlooking the colorful skyline of 5t. Lucia. At the Opening session
the delegates were treated to a colorful performance showeasing the rich and diverse culture
of St. Lucia.

The Conference consisted of plenary sessions and panel discussions on a wide range of
topics. Meeting were also held for Judges, Registrars and Magistrates to become better
acquainted with their counterparts around the Caribbean and exchange information.
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Registrar Delancy was elected to represent The Bahamas on the CAJO Management
Committee during the CAJO General Meeting. The Hon. Justice Peter Jamadar was re-elected
to the Chair of the CAJO Management Committea. The next CAJO Conference is scheduled to
take place in Bermuda in 2024.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE JUDICIAL EDUCATION
CONFERENCE

e 5 4
Senior Magistrate Ancella Bvans, Hon. Modom Justice Chend Gromd=-Thompson, Hon. Modam Juslice J Devize
Lewis-Johnsan and Hom Modam Justice Debarah E Freser (Ml to right)

The Mational Association of State Judicial Education was held at the Royal Sonesta NOLA in
MNew Orleans’ French Quarter, Louisiana, United States of America, 23 - 26 October, 2022. The
Conference brought together .Judicial educators from around the world to collaborate,
network and exXchange best practices on educating judges. There was also a social event
hosted at the Louisiana Supreme Court. The Bahamas Judiciary delegation consisted of The
Hot. Madam Justice Deborah E. Fraser, The Hon. Justice Cheryl Grant-Thompson, The Homn.

Madam Justice J. Denise Lewis-Johnson and Senior Stipendiary & Circuit Magistrate Ancella
Evans.
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o 10TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON TRAINING THE JUDICIARY

The 10th Annual Conference on Training the Judiciary was hosted by the National Judicial
Institute {NJI, organized jointly with the International Organization for Judicial Training
(I0JT) was held under the theme: “Effective Judicial Education: Understanding Vulnerable
Populations®. The Conference was held at the historic Fairmont Chatean Laurier, Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada, 30 October, 2022 - 3 MNovember, 2022, The Conference consisted of
workshops, panel presentations and plenary sessions on a wide range of issues to:

- "identify areas of vulnerability and disadvantage of accused people, victims, withesses -
everyone who comes into the courtroom.

- provide tools and materials that assist in developing effective judicial education on issues
of vulnerability and societal context;

- analyze and evaluate pedagogical techniques for delivering effective online and in-
person, synchronous and asynchronous judicial education;

- addrass challenges that judges face in doing their job"”

The Judiciary was reprezented by the Hon. Madam Justice Camille Darville-Gomez and
Registrar Constance Delancy who were sponsored by National Centre for State Courts and
INL/US Embassy, Massau, Bahamas.

NATIONAL COURT REPORTING ASSOCIATION CONVENTION AND
EXPO

brz. Tonia Colebrool and Mrs. Shalara Allen from the

Welcome to the Expo Hall Court Reporting Unit attended the WNational Court

Reporting Association Convention and Expo which be
held in Orlando, Florida, 19 - 25 July, 2022
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6.3 SUPREME COURT: PUBLISHED DECISIONS 2021-2022
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6.4 RETIREES 2022

Ms. Carol Munnings Misiewicz, Deputy Registrar

hds. Cantl Munnings Misiewicr, Depuly Registrar , joirmed the Judiciary as Acting
Stipendeary & Cincuit Magistrate on 1 March 2006 and was appainted as Acting
Dre peutty Bregistrar of the Suprere Sourt on 1 Movermibes 2008, She was
substantively appainted as Depuly Registrar of the Supreme Court on |
Hovarmber 2017, During ber tenure as Deputy Registrar of the Suprerme Couwrt,
she sarved as Manager, Farmily Registry. and wos appointed o act as Vice
Fregident of the industral Tribwnal for the period of 30 July to 12 August 2018,
hirs. Misiewict was granted early retiremant with eifect from 28 February 20232

Mrs. Jane E. Rolle {nee Williams)

Ars, Jane B Role [ nee Williams ), Seniar Court Reportes wos appointed o the
fulblic Service on I0th May 1989 wae gronted earty retirement frorm the Public
Sarvice with ellecl ram 15t Deoember, 2022,

Mrs. Deborah Mae Clarke-Forbes a.k.a.
Debra Mae Clarke-Forbes

birs, Desborah Moe Clarke-Forbes oo, Daboa Moe Clarke=Forbes, Janilress,
wos appainted to the Public S&rvice on 17th October, 1984, and attoined the
mandatory retirerment age of sixby live (B6) years an the 15t August, 3022 and
rediresd frorm the Public Senvice with effect frorm the some dole.
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7.1  OPENING OF THE LEGAL YEAR 2022

The Hon. Sir Brian M. Moree, Kt; KC Chief Justice

The Hor. Mr. Sendar Justice Barnard Tovesr, The Hor. Ciwed Justice Sie Brior M. Mores, KC, KE (a5 he then was),
The Hon Madarm Justice wdra Chovles (as she then wos ) and the Cammissionar of Police and Prosost Morsha
M. Claylon Femondar = Opening of the dego! Year Janueary, 2022

As a result of the pandemic, I preside over these virtual court proceedings today with only
two of my colleagues - Senior Justice Turner and Justice Charles - in the court room with me.
I nonetheless wish to publically acknowledge and pay tribute to the enormous contributions
made to the administration of justice in The BEahamas by all the Supreame Court Justices. I
deeply regret that they are not all physically present today as they each deserve the spotlight
of public recognition for their sterling and outstanding work throughout 2021. I thank them
for their national service,

I also wish to thanlk the Registrars, the Magistrates and all members of staff of the Judiciary
for their work, commitment, diligence and support throughout 2021. It is only on the baclt of
these persons that the Courts are able to function.

I am grateful to Reverend Father Kendrick Forbes, J.C.L., Vicar General of the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Nassau for his prayer and blessing for the work of the Judiciary and the Bar in
2022,

I thanlk Acting Commissioner of Police Clayton Farnander for joining us today in his capacity
as the Acting Provost Marshall. I am grateful to him for his support and assistance in
organizing this event.
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I remain grateful and humbled by the opportunity to serve my country and the Bahamian
people as the Chief Justice and thanlk God for his many blessings in my life and recognize His
providential hand in all things.

In 2021 Senior Justice Estelle Gray Evans and Justice Ruth Bowe-Darville retired both leaving
behind a legacy of outstanding judicial service. Senior Justice Gray Evans had a career in the
Judiciary spanning 26 years. During that time she made an enormous contribution to the
work of the courts and her many judgments during her fourteen years as a Justice of the
Supreme Court form part of the ongoing development of Bahamian jurisprudence.

Senior Justice Gray Evans was the senior judge in the Northern Region and served as acting
Chief Justice on three occasions. Her instinctive sense of justice and fair minded approach to
judicial decision making will be remembered as part of her legacy. I thank her for her judicial
service and wish her all the best in her future endeavours.

Justice Bowe-Darville gave sterling service to the Judiciary during her tenure as a Justice of
the Supreme Court. Her case management skills are well known as she firmly but fairly
managed cases to trial. Justice Bowe-Darville brought expertise, sensitivity to the human
realities behind cases and decades of private practice experience to the resolution of litigions
disputes which enabled her to adeptly discharge her judicial duties. Her principled approach
to judging was apparent in all of her judicial decisions. I wish her continued success as she
moves into another phase of her life.

In December of 2021 Deputy Registrar Carol Misiewicz commenced her pre-retirement leave
prior to demitting her substantive office in February, 2022. Her administrative responsibilities
included owversight of the Family Registry and her judicial duties involved hearing
interlocutory chamber applications in all Divisions of the Court except the Criminal Divizion.
I recognize and thank Deputy Registrar Misiewicz for her service to the Judiciary and her
contribution to the administration of justice. As she pursues new opportunities within her
areas of interest and expertise I wish her success in all her undertakings.

In 2021 we welcomed five new judges to the Supreme Court - Justice Denise Lewis-Johnson,
Justice Andrew Forbes, Justice Jeanine Weech-Gomez, Justice Meil Brathwaite and Justice
Camille Darville-Gomez. These appointments significantly increased our judicial resources
bringing the total number of judges to twenty before the retirement of Justice Gray Evans
and Justice Bowe-Darville. This provided much needed assistance in dealing with the
increasing number of cases filed in the courts. Justice Forbes is assigned to the Northern
Region while the other four Justices are sitting in New Providence. They each bring to the
Judiciary specialized skills and expertise in different areas thereby strengthening the
Supreme Court Bench.

Thera were also five new Magistrates appointed in 2021 - Magistrate Shaka Serville,
Magistrate Algernon Allen, Jr., Magistrate Kendra Kelly, Magistrate Ian-Marie Darville-Miller
and Magistrate Simone Brown. I welcome each of the new Magistrates to the Judiciary.
Magistrate Brown is currently working out of the Garnet Levarity Justice Centre in Freaport
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but will be moving to the new court in Eight Mile Rock as soon as the premises are ready for
occupancy. The other four Magistrates are assigned to courts in New Providence. The newly
appointed Magistrates have already made a significant impact on the volume of cases which
are being cleared and I have no doubt that their worl will increase our capacity to deal with
the backlog.

The 2021 Annual Report will be circulated within the next few days setting out an overview of
the worl of the Courts during the past 12 months. The Report includes key statistics for 2021
and other important information in connection with the progress in reforming and
modernizing the Courts in The Bahamas. I commend it to all who are interested in the work of
the Courts.

The theme of the Opening ceremony this year is the centrality of justice to the way of life in
The Bahamas. It is my firm view that a functioning, efficient, fair and effective administration
of justice anchored in the Rule of Law providing open access to justice is essential to the
establishment, development and sustainability of a peaceful, civilized and cohesive society in
a democratic country. It is important for members of the public to fully grasp the reality of
the centrality of justice to their way of life and not see the administration of justice as a
distant abstract concept which is best left to lawyers. The simple point is that the
preservation of the liberties and fundamental rights which all in our country expect to enjoy
are inextricably linked to and depended upon a competent, efficient and independent
judiciary. The profundity of this nexus should inform decisions by the Executive relating to
the allocation of rezources to the Judiciary.

It was Lord Neuberger who said:

“..rights which cannot be enforced are rights bereft of meaning. A legal right is a
sham if it cannot be vindicated in court, and enforced once established. As alreoady
mentioned, it is one thing to create bare institutions; to create a justice system, but it
is another to render it effective and accessible to all citizens. In our modern consumer,
market based society, with its multiplicity of laws and rights, and its increasing scope
for legal disputes, it is more important than ever that we have effective, accessible
institutions of law.”

In these difficult times when there is increasing competition for public funds it is essential
for the decision makers who control the public purse and the general public at large to fully
comprehend that the administration of justice is foundational to the peace, order and good
governance of our society. This is not merely a slogan but an enduring principle of high
importance. In setting national priorities and allocating public funds one ignores this
principle at great risk to the country
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| am reminded of the words of an English judge when he stated that:

“fwihen the financial masters are cutting budgets they should heed the warning ......
that “we must be careful that we do not end up knowing the price of everything and
the value of nothing.”

It is folly to try to measure the value of the administration of justice in terms of dollars and
cents. Properly understood, it is essential to all else which is a part of a civilized and ordered
society.

Under the Constitution, the Judiciary is a co-equal independent branch of Government. This
constitutional status must be reflected in the way in which the court conducts its operations
thereby strengthening the institutional independence of the Judiciary. The Judiciary must
not be treated as another Government Department or agency. It bears reminding the public
that it is an independent Judiciary which is the ultimate custodian of their rights and
liberties. If we are to fulfil our vital constitutional role the Judiciary must be given adequate
financial resources, competent staff, proper equipment and supplies and suitable physical
premises to operate the courts.

The Judiciary needs to have more control over its administrative, financial and operational
matters in order to implement the necessary reforms within the court system. It is for this
reason that I am disappointed that the Court Services Bill has not been passed by Parliament.
It was tabled in the House of Assembly last year but was not advanced prior to the dissalution
of Parliament before the general election. I am in communication with the Attorney General
on this subject and I am encouraged by his assurance that this matter will receive the urgent
attention of the new Administration. I strongly urge the Government to re-introduce the
Court Services Bill in the House of Assembly and expedite its passage and enactment into law.
The Bill, if passed, would be a transformative legislative intervention which would
fundamentally change the operations of the Courts.

It was Lord Bryce who observed that:

“Itihere isn't any better test of the excellence of a government than the efficiency of its
Jjudicial system".

We in the Judiciary stand ready to do our part in improving efficiencies and productivity if
we are provided with the means to do so.

In reviewing the year of 2021 for the Courts I am reminded of the iconic opening words
penned by Charles Diclkens in ‘A Tale of Two Cities® - “It was the best of times, it was the
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worst of times." For the Judiciary, it was a year of innovation, reform and significant progress
in modernizing important components of the Court system at a time where there was minimal
resistance from staleholders mindful of the imperative to change in order to conduct
business during the pandamic - in this sense it was the best of times. On the other hand, the
devastation and intrusion of Covid 19 into almost all human behavior was, in a sense the
worst of times.

Throughout it all the take away message is that 2021 was a productive year for the Courts.

However, there is still much more work to be done in 2022 and going forward we will be
focused on execution and the implementation of the many projects and initiatives which we
have been working on for the past two years.

The long awaited new Case Management System in the Courts, known as JWorks, has now
been installed and the configuration and migration of the data will be completed in February.
The Go Live Dates for the various Divisions of the Court will start in February. JWorks will be
installed across the court system including the Magistrates Courts, the Supreme Court and
the Court of Appeal. The migration of the Court of Appeal data will start later this month.

The E Filing portal has been activated and we are only waiting for the integration with the
Government payment system to be completed before launching this service. Lawyers and
litigants should be E Filing

court documents in The Bahamas by the end of February. This will substantially change the
function and role of the Civil Registry and I will be saying more about this in the coming
months.

During 2021 we digitized approximately 3.2 million pages of court records and these scanned
documents will be ingested into JWorks over the next few weeks. Another 4.5 million pages of
court records will be digitized between January and the end of July. The newly renovated
office for the Digitization Unit is expected to be completed by the end of January. I wish to
acknowledge the ongoing worlk of the members of our team in the new internal Digitization
Unit headed by Mrz. Grace Bostwick who have performed under difficult circumstances.

The Digital Court Reporting system is ready to be implemented in the Criminal Division of the
Supreme Court and the Magistrates Courts and has already been activated in a pilot
programme. The system will go live across the courts as soon as we complete the training of
judicial staff and finalize the new Policy and Procedures Manual.

The Bail Management System has been launched and is operational. Effective 7 March, 2022 all
bail applications in the Supreme Court will have to be made through the new Bail
Management system theraby fully automating this process. The version of the software for
the Magistrates Court has been completed and will be launched in February.

The Court Automated Payment system in the Family Magistrates Courts is operational and we
are now working on increasing utilization through training and the launch of a public
awareness programme.
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We have automated the process for obtaining court hearing dates and in most cases dates are
given within 14 days of submitting the request. In interlocutory applications we now aim to
hear those applications within 3 months.

In the Supreme Court Criminal Division we continue to have difficulties with fixing trial dates
within reasonable time periods. Lawwvers who practice in this area are accustomed to
obtaining trial dates which are far into the future based on their calendar. Every case must be
considered on its own facts and circumstances but as a general principle the court will not
surrender its calendar to the commitments of counsel. It is time that we address the problem
of scheduling conflicts and adjournments. Lawyers who are booked for 18- 24 months into the
future should not assume that this will dictate the pace of the case and the trial date. I am
aware that constitutional issues are engaged in this discussion but the court is not impotent
in the face of counsel who claim to have no availability for 2 or 3 years. I intend to discuss this
matter with members of Bar Council, the Director of Public Prosecutions and members of the
Criminal Bar in an attempt to find a sensible and balanced approach to thizs problem but the
current position is no longer sustainable. We have a duty to the public to address the backlog
and to get criminal cases to trial within a reasonable period of time.

We will be setting up in the Registrar's Office a Resolution Desl which will deal with all
enquiries relating to procedural anomalies and cases where the targeted dates for action are
not met. We in the Court system must be accountable for our commitments with regard to
work flows and where we are not meeting our self-imposed deadlines the matter can be
referred to the Resolution Desl: for early intervention.

It is necessary for the court on the civil and family side to better triage cases at the intake
stage to more efficiently direct their course through the court system. We will make this
intervention through Case Progression Officers who will proactively manage the life cycle of
cases assigned to them using the new case Management System.

I will be issuing a Practice Direction in February establishing ‘Motion Days' for hearing
interlocutory applications which are not expected to take more than 30-60 minutes. The
Motion judge will also hear applications which do not qualify as urgent for the Urgent Duty
Judge but which nonetheless justify an expedited hearing. The time is over where lawyers
and litigants must wait months for hearing dates for non-contentious applications or
applications which are procedural or case management related.

There will be an increased use of ‘Paper Applications’ where the matter will be disposed of on
the papers without a hearing. I also intend to increase the utilization of telaphone hearings
for appropriate applications. 1 will be releasing a Practice Direction setting out the details
relating to these applications. When there are hearings, counsel will be expected to comply
with time limits set by the presiding judicial officer for oral submissions. There simply is not
enough judicial time to listen to counsel for as long as hesshe wants to talk. Careful,
thorough, clear and reasoned written submissions by counsel will reduce the need for long
aral submissions.
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We will continue to rely heavily on remote video/Zoom court hearings in the Supreme Court.
There have been many enquiries about the use of these hearings going forward. It is my view
that remote video hearings in the Supreme Court are here to stay and are now a permanent
part of the court system and will be used as one of the Dizsposition Modesz in addition to In-
Person Hearings, Telephone hearings and Applications on the Papers.

I am in discussion with the Attorney General with regard to conducting remote court hearings
in the Family Islands using court rooms where available and the Office of the Administrator
when there is no court room. There is no good reason why we cannot deliver greater access to
justice for persons in the Family Island where they will not have to incur the costs and endure
the inconvenience of travelling to either Grand Bahama or New Providence to deal with their
cases. The solution will involve the deployment of the necessary technology and a package of
legislative amendments to facilitate the process. Once the necessary legislative amendments
are madae, we will be able to conduct hearings in the Family Islands between the visits of the
Magistrates on Circuit.

I have also had discussions with the Attorney General relating to proposed amendments to
the Magistrates Act to increase the civil jurisdiction of the Magistrates to $20,000.00 and to
award costs up to $1,000.00. This is a part of a compendium of legislation relating to the
administration of justice which I have discussed with the Attorney General which includes
proposed amendments to the Evidence Act, The Criminal Procedure Code, The Jurors Act,
The Child Protection Act as it pertains to the Juvenile Court and the Coroners Act.

I am in consultation with the Attorney General in an effort to locate suitable premiszes for a
breakout Juvenile Court, a Commaercial Court fitted out with the necessary technology and a
separate Family Court with all the ancillary support services including counselling, social
services, child care facilitiez and mediation services. It is my hope that resources will be made
available to the Judiciary to set up these courts by the end of the second quarter of this year.

A& new system of court connected mediation will be introduced into the Family and
Commercial Divisions during the first quarter. I have circulated a draft of the Practice
Direction and Schedules to the key stakeholders and will be proceeding with this project
during the first quarter. I have no diffidence in stating that a modern court system must have
a mediation component as an alternative method of resolving disputes to reduce the number
of cases which proceed to trial.

The following observation is as applicable to the Bahamas as it was to the intended
audience of the speaker when he said:

“If Alternative Dispute Resolution [and specifically mediation] is to become a
practical reality and not, in the main, a literary subject in this country, [attorneys]
will have to recognize the conciliation of cases out of court, and not only the winning
of cases in court, as part of their professional vocation.™
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Coroners Inquests have been hampered largely due to the ongoing COVID 19 pandemic which
continues to impact the smooth running of the Coroner’s Court. The Acting Coroner
completed several Inguests in 2021 and one in 2022 but the pace of future Inguests is
dependent on providing an environment which is compliant with the Covid 19 protocols and
regulations.

We will make further changes in the Probate Registry in 2022 to ensure that we can deliver on
our policy to process all compliant applications within 90 days.

The Judicial Research Counsel programme is now in its third year. Two members of the unit
will be moving on to other engagements but we will have 12 Judicial Research Counsal
working in the Judiciary by the end of January.

There remains a compelling need for a customized New Supreme Court Complex. Progress on
this project has been severely impacted by the pandemic and it remains to be seen whether
this will be financially viable in the short term through innovative ways of financing using
the capital markets and /or possibly zome form of Public/Private Partnership.

The Bahamas Judicial Education Institute is now responsible for all training in the Judiciary.
The Institute is mandated to provide structured, judiciary specific programs throughout the
course of the legal year for the judiciary and will be engaged in a massive training programme
in 2022 in connection with the new software applications, new work flows, new procedures
and general up skilling in computer technology. The new Training Centre in Charlotte House
is completed but for a few remaining items on the Punch List and this will now provide us, for
the first time, with a customized “plug and play® training facility for our judicial officers and
our staff.

I am acutely aware of the existence of the digital divide in our country which means that all
court users do not have access, or in some cases the same lewel of access as others, to the
technology needed to use the new ICT solutions underpinning the modernization of the
courts. For this reason, the reform of our work processes in the courts will include the
establishment of “Service Centres in Court buildings and the appointment of ‘Court ICT
Support Officers to assist court users who do not have access to technology. We will also open
Zoom Rooms in our Court Buildings for use by parties and witnesses who do not have access
to the requisite technology to participate in video remote hearings. I also intend to speak
with the President of the Bar about the possibility of providing a similar facility in the offices
of the Bar.

We in the Judiciary are cognizant of the issues arising from the delivery of judgments in
Supreme Court cases, most particularly in the non-criminal divizsions. I intend to address this
matter head on with the judges and will be rearranging court calendars to ensure that judges
will have time to prepare their judgments shortly after completing the matter. Timelines will
be put in place for the delivery of judgments and I will be saying more about this after I
complete my discussions with judges on this important subject. It is axiomatic that improved
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work flows and greater efficiencies in our proceduras will be marginalized if lawyers and
litigants cannot get judgments within a reasonable period of time. The judges are in court
hearings and trials almost every day and they are left to write their judgments after working
hours or on weekends. Notwithstanding their diligence and commendable commitment this is
not working and we will make the changes during the first guarter of 2022 to address this
problem.

Time restrictions only permit to say that the new Civil Procedure Rules will be circulated to
membears of the Bar and other key stakeholders by Monday of next weeli. There will be a 3
maonth period of consultation with members of the Bar with the intention of promulgating the
new Rules by the end of May, 2022

The multiple initiatives and projects in the courts which I have summarized all have a single
overriding objective - to provide a modern, efficient, fair and accessible court system headed
by an independent Judiciary which is functioning in line with best practices and fulfilling the
reasonable expectations of court users. This is our mission and once we are given adequate
resources by the Government we in the Judiciary will spend 2022 in and about the business of
fulfilling this mission.

I borrow the words of a former Master of the Rolls in England when I
say that “....fair and equal access to the courts is not a privilege but a
fundamental right ...which is a requirement of a modern civilized
society.” In 2022, for the Judiciary, it will be all about making this a
reality. I join one of my predecessors in quoting the words of Sir
Winston Churchill spoken to the President of the United States at the
height of World War II when he said “Give us the tools and we will get
the job done.” This is my message to the Executive branch of
Government.

I DECLARE THE 2022 LEGAL YEAR OPEN.
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION & BUDGET

o FINANCIAL INFORMATION

F REVENUE REPORT (1 November, 2021 - 31 October, 2022)

TRANSCRIPTS OF COURT PROCEEDINGS

NEW FRETDERCE FREEFERT TOTAL
Nov-31 3,670,00 234,50 3,906, 50
Dac-21 3,070,00 3Z1.00 3,491, )
Jan-x2 2,700.50 20,04 2,810,500
Fel-22 4,333.00 TO4i. ) 5,030, 00
Mar-22 5, 044,50 425.00) 5., i1, 51
Apr-x2 3,731.50 311.50 3,143.00
May-22 5,595,100 fi54.00) 6,580, 00
Jun-22 3,911,100 3. 00 3,219,000
Jul-22 5, 250,00 67.50 5., 320, 50
Aug-23 5,183.50 204,50 5,384, 00
Bep-22 5, 270,50 378.75 5,041, 25
Cet-22 5,721.00 50,00 6,080, 00
TUTAL K3, BT.50 q,.2736.T8 RE8,116.25
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F REVENUE REPORT (1 November, 2021 - 31 October, 2022)

Mov-21 44,998.15 , 11,782,258 : 56,T10.40
i |

Dec-21 B3,925.60 _ B, 341,40 _ 0%, B6T 00
i i

Jan-x2 55,279,655 _ 2,174.70 : 57,454,256
| :

Foh-22 B1,695.05 , 13,227.70 : 04,862,758
i |

Mar-22 BH,694.15 { 0,655,315 : 98, 349.50
| :

Apr-22 65,120,446 _ 6,960.55 72,081.01
| :

May-22 £8,387.40 . B,491.590 : 96,579.30
i |

Jun-2z2 68,526.65 _ 1B,572.25 87,098,090
| :

Jul-z2 §2,127.90 _ 11, 280,00 : 63,016,190
| :

Ang-22 B, 504,05 _ B, 304,30 : 04,500,256
i |

Sop-22 77,601.10 _ 11,415.80 : 09,096,090
| :

Oct-22 B, 45700 ; 11,936.20 : 08,793.20
i t

I

TOTAL 079,357 26 | 122,151.40 | 1,001,508.76

| :
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F REVENUE REPORT (1 November, 2021 - 31 October, 2022)

| i
Nov=21 BE2, 480,69 . T (G160 E 669, 105,69
Dac-21 172,997.85 _ 49 560,00 223 55785
Jan-z2 18,299.10 0,035.00 328,234.10
Feh-22 930,746.91 _ 97, 615,00 428,361.91
Mar-22 479,927.90 _ 103,120,00 483,047,590
Apr-22 272,497.50 _ 54 BH0,00 327,357.80
May=22 290,615.55 . 73, 020,00 471,635.55
Jun-22 420,378, 30 _ 76, 645,00 406,023,730
Jul-22 21269105 _ 55,07 300 267, T64.05
Ang-23 265,102.85 _ 75 A2 000 340,622.85
Sep-22 289,014.10 _ 77 660,00 366,674.10
Oct-22 292,961.30 _ 91,292.00 364,253.30

| .*
TOTAL 3,754,722.40 | 840,916.00 | 169,991.00 4,765,629.40

I |
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[Head 008] OFFICE OF THE JUDICIARY

ITEM TITLE OF ITEM PROAAIONAL INPEROITURE  BIVISID PRELHAINARY PETLIFAISY ART
L8 Acfual  (FRCASICAGL] aFFACWED FOMELAST HORECAST
ERrEMNOITURD ESTIMAATES  ESTRGARTE  FRTWMATES  [STIFAATES
JUL - MAR
MIAEIL MUY J0RIyHGY  BMERIMNGE MFAAERA MIJAMES
% ¥ & 5 5 ¥
FERSOMAL FRiCiiiel TS
2103088 ‘Wages B Salsrien [In Canh)
M1 Sleey Bermareel P ol 9,554,780 7,504,014 BABAATL [E1rNi1] NA%5, 280 LIEFRT T
J1LI007 Ry Cronmat Wagrioert FEEXT ) B 513 1, 193961 229 550 2_29m 550 2799350
‘Sapey & Satarien |In Cah) LEEES L TERLEL? 10057452  10SERZIR IO 7SEEED  D0.TAEEON
AL Allowenons
LTI  Hangrana 25,540 11,397 80,300 0LA0 0,400 21,008
IMLI0T  Oremimiers - heborsthby Evplipe (Germill are 50008 0,000 50,000 50,000 S0,000
2111100 Fauaing Alkrsargs EELEE L FELSEL 18 500 1,817, Hi 1085000 1060000
A1121M Scwrcity Mllawarce A5 TLY as T4 i3d 3 LEEN -] ajd i dri i
2112106 Fdusaonil Alowino ] 1] L0000 L] 100, D00 10600}
2112107 Techakad Alkimasce ] o 1,300 b ] b ] 1,200
2112102 Trassgon & ileage Kidwarcn 57,441 34,580 136,912 156,947 LEGEED 1alAds
NS Aesponsbiling dlgesane R 14,808 17600 I A 110,000 EIO00
21121146 Acting Mlcsarce ET -} 080 il ] 20,008 ool ]
2112131 Ofcial Erimctainmart Allssanos 8O - (1] 13085 13,0080 13,5083
211299 Onbed Adhiridesons as, 3 X . i, 00 B AR &1,000 5,000
rra—— T BBt s saeR0I | LIMITI | LBALELE L3aSaEl
Ferional Encument Ill:l:l-ivlll- FAFEAE  LAAMASEE 1R9WRSLED IR ODODEER 1556853
PIOGEE  LHe ol Goods & deroces
ZI1L0IE  Darmsbc Troesl & Sshy ..
2HtI0L  aF Trevspertalfersons . 2Fi dah m n 1 1 o0 IT, © 28,0 79,7%a
FNLA03  Rddeage Winkin The Bal ~=ar A L | o0 (T 50,000 132,000
LG Rubakiencs for Treseders Witkin The Bahamad. & 1ad 10480 17060 2 a0 2840 4,008
Cuarraitic Troreel B Subrdosne 11583 12.41% L5 81,000 [ 1% LA
ZI1LAUE  Infemational Trawel & Sebustenoe
2L A Treevger of Bersons Oulsds TRe Babsmin 1] o 1,080 10,000 10, 500 10,5060
NN Gussmenos For Trarselers Qutgsde Thee Sabha sy q o 3000 30,000 0,500 11,5
Irsemanional Trreel & Sub e a o 6030 20,000 21,000 4,000
FITIOEE  mard
TAXLEDL  Rern . Liewg Acosrrenodabon [Geseral 20,340 7500 36000 (-] 1] 1]
Rer T mam 1m0 0w . a ]
FMIHE  Suppkes B ksl
EM1MA  Offior Supples & Swsnsery S 10118 il o Ty 1000}
TG Food, e & Disshisg waner 1,048 10672 50, 430 T 000 2000 7,000
I Fublicgtion: £.31% FE ] 9,540 B4 AT 10,845
TMI1211 Oresnng & Todet Senpd o a3.357 T ai1 50 (00 1,000 1,000 2,000
FM1NT  Corpster Softeae fuapler B knerial 7554 a8t 19 550 L B&himd i aim
1213 Clething & Osthing Sspslm 5050 L1 FREAL EX 008 L3854 14518
Fid1299  Ouher Susplies & Msterah (&1 ] b B7r ] ITAGT LT A7 1116 hATR
Sumpies & buterisls T iman £anLe T MEG AR LA
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[Head 008] OFFICE OF THE JUDICIARY

ITEM TITLE ©F [TEM FROVISHINAL EXFENDITURE  REWISED PRELIMARY PRELIMIMARY
R ACTLAL |FEROVISICNAL) APPEIVID FORELCAST FORECAST
EXPEMDITURE ENFIMATES  ESTIMGATES  ESTIMATES  ESTIMATES
L - MAR
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5 & § 5 " ]
TESLOEE  Seeviced
T25L001  Printing & Dupication Sersos 15,782 £,583 13200 o o o
1251103 Aehvartiung & Public Noticem ERiT 1,504 14400 14,400 L4, B30 16,320
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azsLI07 mhhh Conferennes. Sempart, kieetngs & 5583 1,850 14,400 14400 19,E50 20,796
L
FES1008  Puitien, Traming, In-werden dmards, Wnnieres 1,271 140 A ] 16,0060 T, B0 UG
TISLA08 Licemciag B Indpection of Vehicles 2,08 114 aar? [ o o
ITWLNIG  Fowage, Powal Machines B Sersions o o 130 1 150 1,507
1251118 Coniukancy Sandon o o £.410 aA410 A631 B
FRS1AFE  Feh B Otk Chirge 114,251 13,004 41,517 L] & BT SO.FUN
IFRLETR  Fiaf Engagerenn FTT 3,104 7,500 FET T 1)
ITHINM Spec ol Frojecn. @ a0 1, D0, 060 500,000 SO0,000 B0, N0
1241301 Mrwight & Expregs LT 1,78 L 10,000 16,500 11,008
2E81300  Bubding Manlesancn 1,154 13,186 T ] A . B AT A0
FERIAT]  Oioe Feritine Liskesn 1,840 181 & ol & A0 &, 300 &AL0
ITWINNT  Operaticn ol FaciEes or (Hher Sendces § TGl 508, 151 HTE 6D P ER ] 79,151 EAELOTT
151990 Ok Co=teaciusl Servicm [+ ] o 1oE0 (W PR 1050
Serwiven T zam SELESE  LDELSA1 LIETEM  LISEEEE  LALEELE
TPGA0EE  WEnor Capital Repains
1381300 Tramportstan [nupment Upkesp 12549 30 T30 17200 1,560 55
inor Caziial Bepsin FT T Y T R TE R 1T H S H
TIVIOEE  Operations] s
ArTioon Cpara®ana | [xpenses #9318 AT &S 250, [ AR o T o0E AT
Operatiosal Expessn. 448,918 21,618 50,000 450,000 oT808 ATLB00
THRINEE  Fpwoial Finarisl Trassadtior
2IWITDE  WAT Capmrass 1] [-] 50 (L] 10 hli-]
231151 bedienal Smricr Com=haion Operesons! Expenses 110 =] 1,030 o0 b1 1,008
Use o Gt B Sl T WMEATI | AATIEAE  LOMAAAl | ROZAART | RAGEAAT
FTDONE  Sesiad Berafiie
FTROOEE  Sewlal Asitance Banefils
2721108 Lingad Mg P60 195, 464 0,001 £50.000 968,500 ame128
2121108 Wictim Carn Fund FTLR T 400,144 BSEL000 H50.000 0500 £84.500
Seclal Aslance Benefila BT SeSE0 02, 000 30,060 ATRAOE L1466
Seial Berafils T R 200 preyeey B3 G50 ATASE  LE14EES
CIFFICE OF THE IUCECIARY TORAL EXPERGES 17,985,574  I0SEA0%S 14,802,541 15800951  AG000ITE 16,167,975
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